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SBOCIOLOGY 2800
‘Grande Prairie Régional College
HUMAN SEXUALITY

{WINTER 2002}
Counrse Description:
A inguiry, into ideas and behaviour of sexuality, and their personal, ¢ultural, and societal implications,
Instrsctor: Adan Sepal
Office: C410, 339-201 1 asegalidigpro.ab.ca

Office Howrs: . Mondays & Wednesdays: 14.30- 1530 Tuesdays & Thursdavs: 13.30- 14,15

Or By appointment
GRALS
1. Tounderstand how sociological concepts may helpus analyie and
comprehend human sexypality,

13 To develop analvtical and ¢ritical thinking skills theough discussions of issues:
rélevant 10 sexuality.

5. Tohecome aware of historical and contemporary attitudes, practives, and valugs
relevant to sexuality.

Course Prerequisite:  SOCIOLOGY 1000
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CREED AND CAUTION:  This course will examine a wide scan of sexual thought, fantasy,
portrayal, understandings, considerations, and goneral behaviour. s approach assumes that ina
maAture sociely no question is beyond scrutiny. No course can withstand entirely the social politics
of itz content, however, and thus the capacity to offend some who enroll'in it. This is true
especially of 4 course in human sexuality. Nevertheless, this course will not treat sexual variety as
a serics of perversions, nor will it assert the normaley of one kind of sexuality as opposed to '
another, [twill discuss how, in any society, particular forms of sexnality become "' normal” and
others "abnormal," and whether such a distinction helps or hinders us. Films and magazines may
IJL’ shown in tlas-s, the subject matter of which might be controversial and offensive, If anything in
this statement causes you 10 think you might find this course offénsive, you should reconsider
remaining in it

Required Reading:

Male luge Measure, power, and transformation - Edited by Kay, Nagle, Gould

Skin; Talkine ibout. sex, ¢ i - Dorothy Allison
Loneeivine Sexpality - Edited by Richard Parker and John Gagnon
Assignments:

Ezsay or Project;

The due date for this assipnment js the last class of the semester;

There is a lateness penalty of 1 stanine per day. A l-stanine penalty per day will be applied,
including weekends. If you hand it in Jate; or on the due date, but at 2 time when you are
uncertain if 1 am on eampus; have another faculty member or regular employ ¢e of the
college sign and date it Initials ave not aceeptable and signatures must be legible, Where
the person works in the College must be indicated as well.

Essavs or projects are marked on-a 9-paint staning scale

If vou are writing an essay, you will choose a tople relevant 1o a sociological analysis of sexuality.
Critically analyze the'topic, using your cwn and others' ideas. You must utilize some formal
sociological theory or ideas. Do not write a deseriptive report; think about the ideas vou express,
Try to explain why these ideas persuade you,

S 2800, Winter 2002 pape 2



: Research bevond the texibooke is required. While your own thinking is the most important
requirement, research is valusble and therefore oblipatory, The research can be from virious
sources, but other survey texts are not in themselves sufficient,

Six sources are required. Two must be academic bocks, three must be references from articles n
an #eademic journil or scademic anthology, and ane can be infermal, such as something from a
TNewspaper, magazing, or a website, You'can use more than three, and more than the minkma in
each category. . However, failure to observe each these minimem requirements will result ina
lovwer grade.

The purpose of the research is 10 enable you to wrile an analytical paper.  You may use first
persan words like *1*; but the paper is nota large c:npmmn piece. Itz intended wbe analytical,
based on thought and ideas, not quickly-generated opinions.,

Thi expected standard is 1300 words, Your nuark will be reduced by a half-stanine for imadedquate
length. This applies.only 10 papers that are wo brief

All work mieit elearly stipulate your name, I number, and course and section numbers, Yoo may
hand hard copies of all assignments; or email them 1o'me. Disks are not asceptable. Al hard-capy
submiissions must be double<spaced.

Reforences must appear in the main text-of your assignment, and in 2 Works Citecl section at the:
end of the paper. Both are required. If either 18 ormtted, your assiznment will be reduced by one
staning per section, All documentation [referencing] must be consistent with MLA stvle,
Remember that not all disciplines accept the same approach to weriting up reference:

> You must reference more than quotations, - Other anthors® interpretations, analvses, pérceptions, or
ideas, deserve credit in your papers.. Menliomng them dots not disqualify your view of their
analyses. '

If you hand in the assignment before the due date, 1 'will comment fully on your essay, or on youor
project. and you will have the option of rewriting the paper. Otherwise, [ will providea general
comment &l the end of your papers or projects.

; Girammar is important to communicating precise meaning.  Grammar will not be vahued as highly
as content, bul it wall be evalnated. ! _ _

Projects can be varied, butin the past people have wnilten short stories ora collection of poems, s
crested something of an artistic natore. such as collages, sculptures, paintings, ete.

Accompanying all of thase must be an 800 werd statement explaining the sociologiéal intent and
message of the work you have ereated.

+ Other projects may be aceeptable. Speak o me abeut whiat you have in mind.

Three Journals:
Due the first class of each month of the semester, beginning in February,

Each is worth a maximum of 1.5 stanines. However, a benchmark of T will apply to all
Jonrnals.
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: Each journal is to be-one typewnitten pags or two handwritten pages, double-spaced.

- Anything pertaining to sexuality, deas introduced in class discussions or lectures, olass
[iteractivt, sie., 1§ sullable. Obsarvulivns wbout, and suggestions f&r, 111-;' COuTEe arc-also suitable
No research is necessary or expecied.

¢ The journalsare an imformal type of communication with me.

Ifliﬂjussihn Bonus:

t Ulass discussion s a vital aspect of this course,

' Evervone may {but not nn::s&ﬂnl? will) recelve a bonus mark for the QLAL.['I":" of your ¢lass
discussion, based ona combination of the frequency and quatity of the parficipation.
Youwwill be eligible only if you display commitment 2o the course by doing vour reading and
completing the required assignaments.
Thie bonus miark will have a maximum awards of 3,

Tabulating Grades

The total of all stanine marks available for assignments 135 Your marks will be totaled out of 13,5, 4
percentage will be obtained, and the peréentage will be reconverted 1o a final stanine grade according to
1he following table.
—
+Stanine Grade Percentape Equivalemt
90 100
B - X9
72-79
65= 71
57 - 64
S0-56
4549
6= 44
0.-25

L O Gl T

HOTE: No¢lass averaging will be done,
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DISCUSSION SEQUENGE

- Introduction 1o course: General.and Sociological

—

2. Histarical background

skin: *Context’ £°A gueston of class’

Lasx

Diseuss the fears Allison refers to. What istheir importance? From where or what da we derive
ot fears?

What do yeu think is meant by “what context did he have for people like us™ [p.11], and the final
sentence on page 127

How docs sovial olass it into discossions of sx:walntv’* How:does: Allison understand its
relationship to sex?

[n our mental roamings-about our-places m the world, H‘h}f would sexuality be relevant?

How do we know® what ig onr séxual |déntit?

How significant in our lives is sexual mythology? What aré we attempling 10 articulate when we
refer 1o mﬂhc:]-::g:. 1 Do vou have 2 mythology ahcrut vourselt? Should we include the idea of
nesding sex in this mythalogy?

What-do vou think Allison ries to convey to us when she says on page 35; "Class, race, sexuslity,
pender,..need to be excavated from the insde™?

4.. Conceiving Sexuality; * "Coneéiving Sextality

£ How do you mierpret Gagonon's point on page 3, that sexuality was both an exemnplary funelion
an¢l an exemplary mode of social resistance?
I we want 10 understand sexvality profoundly, is knowledge of the history, and contemporary
ideas within, sexalogy. really valoable to the ervstallization of und:rﬂtﬂndmg‘?
Evaluizte the competing theories of sexiality as mentioned in the seclion, and prepare to, discuss

them ¢ritically.
What's special about-a postmodern peérspective of sexuality?
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3. 'Concetving Sexuality; Selections 1 &2

Wha iy dlscourse?

In what wayvs do discourse and silence work together?

Whan assumptions underlie Weeks" view that sexuality is a historical constriction?

How might cultural polities affect our wwareness and insight into-sexuality?

What counts as-a sexual act? _

How might you explain desire and identity?

Why does Weeks write of The paradﬂxcs uf:dl:nht_',"’

What paradoxgs does he mention? Da you accepl Wieks” reasoming that establishes these tems as
paradexes?

Can we speak logically of neads and desires inferchangeably? If so, explain how and why they
mtertwine. T not, explam the ilogic of assuming they are synonymous.

Why does Weeks say that sexual wdeéntities ure necessary fictions?

6. Congeiving Sexiality:.  Seleetion 6

Earhierin-our ealtural history we conceplualized sexuality more simply-than we do today. Have
we gained culturally from the closer scruting of 1?7 Why, for examiple, does Aliman call this essay
“political sexualities™? Why pluralize sexuality, and why does he introduce 1o the discussion 3
political element? ey
s the linkage of identities and AIDXS a plansible connsction? Explain the loprical vellability or
unreliability of 1,

Assuming & plausible suture, s this one dedicated to ATDS alone; or is Altman stating & breader
insight into human sociehes?

Do you speculate about the future of sexual liberation? ls thisa tﬁ:u]:m: you have considered before
reading this essay? 10 you answer “yes' 1o either of these Juestions, is the ll'h-:mlum VOU Imagine
siriilar or dissimilar to what Altman spggess?

7. Copeeiviny Sexvality:  Selection 3

3

Skin!

Gun{:raz;.r Puritans, Perverts, and Feminists, Sex Talk: A Personal History of Lesbian
Porn: Survival is the Least of my Desires

Whit forms of desire antevident in these selections? Do vou think any of them 1s misplaced m
this section.of readings?
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When we :mu.lde: whit we search for in ather people, how significant is desire to the search?
What cansiderations wchd you list?

To what extent do you think desire and fantasy are interwiven?

Many ol the messages in our culiure emphasize the imperative of survival. In what $ense; then, is
Allison writing of survival ag the least of her desires? What could *most” and 'least’ =an?

[ polities as utilized by Weeks and Altman assist our understanding of Allison’s ideas?

‘Male Last: - Mapsof Desire:'Selections s, 7, 15, 17

In what ways does coch of the items in discussion sequence 10, 11, and 12 fit into 2 grauping
called *Maps of Pesire™? If you think any belongs outside the grouping, identify it and explain
why it belongs elzewhere,

‘Looking at the entries more precisely, w hy daes Sandip Roy call his entty “Mapping my Desire™]

Do we need guidelines to help us create a map? If o, from what sburees might guidelines
Emc.rge'-‘

What is a guideline and iow can we recogmize it?

Prepire (o' discuss the exercise aliuded to a1 the bottom of page 32,

I ML:  Mapsof Desire: Sélectiong 19, 31,33, 34, 40

What rele do gender-assumptions and the behavioural expectations around them, play in helping
us map-our desire?

Can we peneralize about when, why, and far whom, maps of desire instill feelings of sexusl and
emotional enfitlement?

Do we pain personally or culturally from a sovial system that differentiates populations based on
parbeular sexual acts or fantasies?

Given that our motives: needs, and desires are not always clear to us; and also that we do not
always clearly know how they ¢an best be integrated. is it really futile o 1alk ahout maps of desire?
How wotrld you place Steven Hill's diseussion n this *debate™? Are vou persiiaded by his
stalement on page 233 that physicab atitactions are actoally mental mirges?

11, ML: - Maps of Desire: Selections 42, 44, 46, 51, 58

Are you convineed by Jill Nagle™s fnterview with Cles Manage that Black mafe Tost differs from
other forms of male fust? What premise of similarity o _diffeff:r!ce is.outlined here?
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1 i

13.

In what sense is it pogsible to have sex outside the box? What is the box? s it a metaphor for afi

coOnexts or some in particular?

In what sense should wie aspiie to Bavimge sea vigside the box?

What iz ideology?  And what is ideological about male lust, or dny tvpe of lust? Are some
dimensions of lust more susceptible 1o, o representations of; ideology?

Would you have considered it unusual to inelude an ftem on religion penerafly, and love for Christ

‘specifically, in a book on-male lust? Why? - If you thought this at the start, but nowehave a

different perspective, what, in these readings, has brought youto this new outlook?

Could we say. reasonably, that these readings communicate ideas on the origins of our fenrs,
ungertainties, and aversions? What other ideas were sparked in'vour thought aboul thess
selections?

What impact has colonialism hod, in its various guises, on people’s maps of desire?

ML  Fantagy: Sclections 1, 12,20, 22, 26,27

In what ways do the selections in discussion sequence 13 and 14 exphiin. revesl, discuss, or
challenge, our understanding of séxual fantasy?

Explain the intricacies of fantasy in seléetion 1.

What cultural dynamics allow us to EXPress olr [0 ualitics, fantasies, and desirés, even when they
are profibited?

How can wi say reliably that we know ourselves or others sexually, that we undersiand wWhel a
TERAN CF 3 WOITRATE "-"n'ﬂ.'l'lL“'::F

What ditferentiates a se:-,ual namative fromean intimale sexual communication?. Does seleotion 20

H.drqua'll:l"—' outline 'l‘mth?

s any sexcuality monstrous? Can you detect monsirousness in those sexualities you congider
acceptable? ' '

Does the initiion described in number 26 resomate with any of your dreéams?

Regardless of our particular sexuality, do-gym/athletic/sport cultures Infiltrate those sexnalities
uniguely. in ways that other aspects of culture do not?

ML: _Fantasy: Selections 33, 36, 37,39, 43
Why does Greg Adams entitle his entry “Difference™
Can sural Just alone-affect sexual Iespnnses'? If so, could we make a slmilar statement about-lust

caming to us through any of oor other senses, one at 3 time?
Hdnw does this particular poinl connget with that of items 39 and 437
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14,

153

16.

17,

LConeeiving Sexuality: - Selection 7

What com wé |eam from this item, about how we construct our seéxuality?
How closely are violence and sex related in our sexual mores. assumptions, and cultures?
How persuasive are the points cited in this entry?

Skin'  Shotgin Strategies; Skin, Whers She Touches Me

How important 1o.our expression of sexuality is Iving (0 people?

What is the sociclogical valug or dewriment of fying? Do cultural and social politics influence the
rale, conten!; and purpose of TiesT

Can sexual fantasies comprise part 6fan approach to soctal change?

Is there violende in the second selection?. If so, wiiat is {17

‘Male Lust: . Battered Erii:rticism‘. S-él:«:tinns 3k 106,253,329 38, 53

Can 'vou understand Rd}r s thought that somé wounds, and some paths to surmounting them, can
ke helpfilly considered a glft?

How does Roy's thought compere to whist is éxpressed in selections 6 and 167

Déoyou think the catevory | have used for these seleetions is oo pcsmnu.sua? Wanhd Marks in
number Hoagree with being elassified this way? Would Justin Chin in selection 29 agree?
Cansider how pornography and our fears may be related. What types of fear might emerge from
lhzs__m_lau-:'mhlp'? Hm{-‘ winld such a relationship come 1o exist 1o begin with, and what wolkd
stigtain jt? '

Are men obsessed with sex? _

Do yon agree with the statement on page 219 that repression 15 the ongin of the problem? To what:
problem does this refer?

What purpose does shame play.in the lEIE‘-"’I:‘]EpI‘ﬂI:IlT. of our sexualities?. fn what sexual * arenag’ are
we most Hkaly to experience shame? If we are not sexually ashamed when others around s are,
what social [CSPONEES 10 our behavidur can we expect?

Conceiving Sexuplity:  Selection 10

What do Laumann and Gagnon mean by sexual action? ‘Why do we need 3 sociological
perspective of it, and what is the p-:rspecth' they phegent?
VWhat is a master status? - Does any nspect of vour sexuaality fitwith this status?
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18

19,

ALk

€8 Selectiond 12, 13, and 14

What kindds of nsk ate discossod moahese entries?

Is-all risk hazardous? ls avoidance of risk absolutely eritical o our emotional well-being?

Of what political and sociclogical value 1 vanous groupsin the society is risk? How dowe laarn
what is risky and what is not?

Whit messages sbowt risk are “out there” in sociéty? Do they profoundly [riform us abaut
ourselves;our lives, and our possibilities?

In:light of all this, do' youn mgree with the suggestions outlined in'selection 147

Male Lust:  Emotion 'as Scxnal Pleasure: Selections 2, 18, 30

Is sex g rational experiende? I35 sexvality recoptive to rational intervestion? Itso, is the entirely
Teceplive, ¢f 15 It more vidble i some-contexts than in others?

Why talk sbout god being a buller?

Ix all emotion a form of Tust? When might desire and Inst be equivalent, it evar?.

Dio vou think sexual desire can civilize rage? What does Caral Queen mean by T.]'us':‘

Does sex validate us? What is validatien in such acase, and why is it validati ng?

Coneeiving Sexualityv: Selection 13

Can sex résaalci}.a.ft:; modernity offer a conerete opportumity for cultural and structural change?
Explain your amswers,

Syt Nelghbers; Concepmal bashiniiomt; Beliavhiy if Literafuids: Bomha Hamte: Ao iemsle

Do these final selections from Allison’s book tell us anviiing ahout £veryday social interactions
and possibititics for chunge?

What does Allison mean by congeptual Teshianism?- Miglht her ideas apply 10 ail form of
sexualiy? ' '

In what sense s literature @ system of lies? And why describe it as a svstem?  How does Bertha
‘Harris fit info Allison s awareness of literature, and of iis ppwer and fransformational
possibifities?
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22, Course Wrap-ip.

Can notions of normaley, and the powerexerted to'enforce It stand up 1o the range of &&x ]
identities, sentiments, and expressions we have discussed?

What ind of sexuality education would we have if you were asked 1o establish such a program?
What principles would frame your “eurricahum"?
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