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SOCIOLOGY 2800

(rande Prairic Regional College

HUMAN SEXUALITY
(FALL 2002}

Course Deseription:

An mauiry into ideas and behaviour of sexuality, and thelr personal, cultural, and societal mmplications.

Instructar; Alan Segal

Office:  O418, 3392011 asegali@gprc ab.ca

Office Hours:  Mondays: 15600 - 15,50 Tuesdays & Thursdays; 13,45 - 1420 Ok By appointment

GOALS:

] Tr imderstand how sociological concepts may help us analvze and

eomprehend human sexuality.

To develop analytical and eritical tankmy skills through discussions of issnes

relevant 1o sesuality,

2. To become aware of historical and contemporary atlitudes, practices, and values
relevant to sexuality.

Isa

Coorse Prepequisite: SCCIOLOGY 1000

CREEDY AND CAUTION: This eourse will examine a wide scan of sexual thought, Tantasy,
portrayal, understanding, considerations, and general behaviour. 1ts approach assumes that in a
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mature society no question is bevond serutiny, The premise of the content of this course Is am
truth or the authority of information. The premise is mguiry, and how social authority affects the
seope and substance of what we examine. No course can wilhstand entirely the polities of its
cantent, however, and thus the capacity to offend some who earoll in in. This is true especially of a
eourse in human sexuality. Nevertheless, this course will not treat sexnal variety as a series of
perversions, nor will it assert the pormaley of one kind of sexuality as opposed to another. It will
discuss how, in any society, particular forms of sexvuality become "normal™ aod others
"abnormal”, how they become acceptahle topics of contemplation and conversation, and whether
such distinctions help or hinder us. Films and magazines may be shown in class, the subject
matter of which miglt be controversial and effensive. If anyvthiog in this statement causes vou o
think you might lied this conrse effentive, you should reconsider remalning in it.

Hequired Reading:

sexuality and its discontents - Jeffrey Weeks

Harmiul to munors - Jodith Levine

A defence of masoclusm - Anita Phillips

Assignments:

Eszay or Project:

The due date for this assignment is the [irst class of December

There is a lateness penalty of | stanine per day. A l-stanine penalty per day will be applied,
melnding weekends. [Fyou decide te do a project, which you end up submitting late, or on the due
date, but af & time when you dre uncertain if L an on campus, have amdther facully member or
regular employes of the college stgn and date it. itials are not acceptahle and signatures must be
legible. Where the person works in the College must be indicated as well. Lateness penralties apply
1o essavs of projects, but all written work for this ¢ourse must be commumcated by regular email
texl. Do not send anything 25 an sttschment; cut and pasie the moaterinl,

Essays or projects are marked on a -poinl stanine scale

If you are wnting an cssay, vou will choose a topic relevant to a sociological analvsis of seviality.
Critically analyze the topic, using vour own and others’ ideas, You must wilize some formal
sociological theory or ideas. Do ool wrile a descriptive report; think abowt the ideas vou express
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Try to explain why these 1deas persuade vouo

Research bevond the texthooks is reguired. While vour awn thinking is the most impartant
reguirement, ressarch is valuable and therefore obligatory, The research can be from varions
sauress, bul other survey texts are not in themselves sufficient,

Six sourees are required.  Two must be acadenic booles, three must be references from amicles in
an academnic journal or avademic anthology, and one can be informal, such 2s somethioe from o
HEWSpaper, magazine, or 2 website, You can use more thaty theee, and more than the mintmum
specified in gach catecory. However, fatlure 10 observe cach these minimum requirements will
result in A shightly lower grade.

The purpose of the rescarch is to enable voo to wrile an analvtical paper.  You may use first
person words like *1%, but the paperis not a large epmion piece, Itis intended to he analytical,
baged oo thought and weas, not quick]y-generated opinions.

The expected standard is 1500 words. Your mark will be reduced by g halfestanine for madeguoate
length. This applies only to papers that are too brief,

Al work must Clearly stipulile your name, ID number, and course and section numbers.
References must appear in the mam text of your assigroment, and 1o 2 Works Cited section at the
end of the paper. Both are required. If enther 1 amitled, your assignment will be reduced by eoe
stamine per section. All documentation [referencing] must be consistent with MLA style,
Remember that not all diseiphines aceept the same approach to writing up reference.

¥ 0w st reference mors than quotations. Other authors” interpretations, analvses, perceptions. o
ideas, deserve credit in your papers. Mentioning them does not disqualify vour view of their
anilyses.

If yoo hand m the assignment befare the due datz, Twill comment fully on wour essay, or on your
praject, and you will kave the option of rewriung the paper. (Mherwise, I will provide a general
cammenl 4l lhe end of your papers or projects.

Cirammar is mnportant 1o communieating precise meaning. Grammar will not be valued as ghly
as content, but it will be evaluated.

Frojerts can be vaned, but in the past people have wrilten short stories or a collection of peems, or
created samething of an artistic nature, such as collages, sculplures, paintings, ete.
Acvompanying all of these must be an 500 word statement explaining the sociological intent and
moeszage of the work vou have cremed.

Other projects may be aceeptable, Speak to me about what vou have 1n mind,

Three Joonrnals:

Thue the first class of each month of the semester, begimnmy in Ogtober
Each is worth a maximom of 1.5 staninez. Howeéver, a benchmark of 1 will apply to all
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journals,

: Each journal must he al least one page. Remember that all written wark must be sent by email

- Anything pertaiming to sexuality, idens introduced in elass discussions or lectures, class
interaction, eic , 15 suitable, Observations about, and stggestions 107, the course are alsoe suiluble.
No research 1s necessary of expected
The joumnals are an informal type of communication with me.

Discussion Bopus:

Class diseussion is a vital aspect of this course,

Evervone may (but not necessarilv will) receive a bonus mark for the QUALITY of vour class
discussion, based on a combination of the frequency and quality of the participation,

You will be eligble only if vou display commitment to the course by doing your reading and
completing the required assignmments.

The bonus mark will not exceed 3.

. Discussion postings on webCT will be comsidered class parhicipation.

. You will be eligible for a bonus mark onty il you display commitment 10 the course by readmg and
completing the required assignments  Although attendance is not relevant to the regunlar
assignmen(s for the course. it is important 1o your eligibility for a bonus mark, If ¥Oou are
absent for more than 5 classes, you will not receive a bonus grade.

Tabulating Grades

The total of all stamne marks available for assignments is 13,5, Your marks will be totaled ol of 1 13a
percentage will be obtained, and the pereentags will be reconverted ta a final stan] e grade accordmg T
the {ollowing table

Stanine Grade Percentage Equivalent
S 100

20 - 89

0T

G0 - 69

535-59

k- 54

40 - 49

2039

0 -9

T Bed Ja L -y G oD
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NUTE" No class averaping wili be done. All marks will appear on webCT. 1f you dre unfamibar with
this svstem, emplovess of the library will Instruct vou for access Yoo are respancible for nan nitoring
your grade input, and informing me that a mark has not appeared for which vou deserve credit.

DISCUSSION SEQUENCE

. Introduction 1o course; General and Sociological

I
'

Weeks:  Preface & Chapter |

. What do you imagine Edward Carpenter meant by the brief excerpt oo page |7

. Weeks tries 1o explain sex and sexuality, and to outline intellectual and social complications
arising from our interpretations of them.  Prepure to discuss Weeks” explanations. cautions, and
COTCErS.

. Why does Weeks sugpest a need for a politics of desire? Why does he connect Lhis to a concept of
a politics of choee?

3. Phillips: Introduction & Chapler 1

. Why does Phillips associate rescue with masochism?

- In 2 general comment on culture, Phillips assens evidence of a wide spectrum of masochism.
What 15 her early argument heére, and for the moment, are vou drawn to the logic o0 her position?
Can you think of examples she has not mentioned? Do viou dispute any item on her Tist?

. Does Phillips convincingly introduce 2 concept of masochism? How do yvou conceptualize
iraspohism?

. What does Phillips miean by “the discourse of sexology™ [page 18]7

4. Wesks; Chapters 2 & 3
. Why should we revisit the sexval revolution” Whal might be gained from doing so?

. Is Weeks® ralerence to 2 crisis overblown? How are revalution and érisis intertwined?
. What are the underlying principles of the new moralism Weeks perceives? Why refor to it ag
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moralism rather than morality?

Phillips;  Chapter 2

Do you concur with Fhillips” statement [page 27] that masochism has become 4 cultural mixed
bag? ICyou agree with her general perception, do you also accept what she includes in the hag?
How imight cultural politics affect aur awareness and msight into sexuality?

What counts as a sexual ac17 Is masachism more act than sexwalis v, of the opposite”? Isthisa
yueslion worth rasing?

Weeks:  Chapters 4 & 3

What analytical value and conceptual dare does Weeks assi  fo “the dichotomy between sex and
society™ What are the characteristics of tus dichotomy? How does Weeks ascess it \mpact on
our interpretation and expression of sexualitg?

I3 “semology” more than just a fancy 1erm?

Why does Weeks discuss nature in this chapter? What criteria does he suggest are helpfil i
assessing what is biological and what i5 social?

Explain Weeks® 1dea of evidence. Do wou think he bri ngs fo his argament profound and
persuasive evidence?

Weeks discusses Krafft-Ebbing’s inflnence on our understandin & of and reactions to sexuality,
Contemplate the opposite of what Weeks says Krafft-E bbing assumed: can we have morality
without repression?

Phillips;  Chapter 3

Fhallips begins to articulate a gender-hased discussion of masochisn, Explain her perspective, aml
prepare 1o discuss whether, so far, herposition is conceptrally compelling.

Prepare to diseuss Phillips® perception of the refationship between femmism and assem phons
about masochism,

How do vou respend to Phillips® assertion that sexual pleasure is connested 10 behaviour | brosdly
defined] that is {deslogically incorrect? What refati onshep does she sugzest between pleasure and
evoticism? What, it anv, relationship, mizht vou suggest amon # the following passion, pleasure;
sensation, calture, desire. and eroticism?

To what extent do you think desire and fanlasy are interwoven?
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Phillips:  Chapter 4

How does this chapter explore the connections between masculinity and masochisin?

As her gender posttion i further elabarated here, what arc Phillips' positions on male and female
masochasmT D vou concur with her generalizationg?

Do you accept her statement thar “masochismy and the invagination are almost inseparable™ [page
997 as 4 useful analytical premise?

What social conditions permit us 0 'own up® to the varietizs of our sexoal desires? What
conditjons [oster inhibition”

Phillips:  Chapter 3

What do you think Phillips means by “spaces of exile™, “knowledge”, and the relationship between
themn? What seurces of knowledys would vou identify?

What intellectoal utilny does Flullips sée in her references to personal culture? Ts it possible for ns
lo have personal culture? If so, how s it fanged 10 social cultre?

Why does Phillips consider some notions of [aw and order as similar 1o sexual fantasy?

Weeks:  Chaplets 6 &7

Ts Weeks" chapler on sexvality aisd the unconscious helpful to us sociclogically?

Prepare to discuss the assertion that desire cannot represent a relationship o reality, but is linked
10 fantagy [page 132]

Weelks believes Freudian ideas bave had a very significant bearing on our assumpiions, outlooks,
and regulation of sexuality. Assuming he's nght, what are these ideas, and what do vou think
explains theiwr promnence 1 our culture?

What would you identity in our society that is clagsified s dangerous desize” s there desire not
considered dangerous, that ought to be understood thiz way? s there desire deemed dangerous
lhat should be removed from that lst”

What is vour response 1o the quote from Facques Donzelot on page 157, that we no longer
experience desire 25 a reach for something?

Weeks writes of meanings of desire. What meanmgs does he refer to, and cun you think of others
he overlooks?

Before reading this chapter, did vou think desire and polities were culturally linked?

Adter looking ol Frevd's work, Weeks turns first 1o Lacan, and then to Foucault. Which of their
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ideas, and wly, does Weeks mention?
Phillips:  Chapter 6

[*o you believe that one of our social aims is [ zbalish suffering? If s0, 15 such m outcome
possibley

Are we trapped in sume way by our assumptions of what does and does ot constifute suflering?
What are your thoughts reparding the comment an page 147, that society’s sacrifices are sndured
by its least protected members?

Are risk-takimg, marlyrdom, and masochism indistin guizhable from each other?

Weeks:  Chapter 8

Why does Weeks write of the patadoxes of identity? What paradoxes does he mention” Dio you
ceept the reasoning thal establishes these items as paradoxes’

Dro yow accept as analytically helpful. Weeks® distinction hehween identity and identifigation™ Ask
the same question regarding identity and our pohitical culture.

What, if any, aspevts of your identity are political? What, if anv, aspects are sexual® Are there
other areas of your life that make up the significant foundation of your identity?

Wesks:  Chapters ¥ % 110

Do you agree with Weeks that contemporany western culture emiphasizes @ mosality of acts, which
ambody sinor salvation? I so, do you think we substantrally benefit or not from thas emphasis”
Can you imagne alternative forms of morality?

What social processes enable us 10 understand sexual connotations? Do we prepare people well
for this understanding? How would yon place your own lives m this development? Were there
cormelations you hadn’t thought of that now, locking back on vour life, ¥Ou can detect muoee
clearly? What social expericnces enhance or limit the development of cormotative awareness™
What are your thought2 on the quote attributed to Gloria Steinem on page 233: “erolica is ahout
sexualiny, pernography is about power™? How can we identify, when applying this sdea o other
miatters, when relalions are more aboul ane of these |han the other?

Dues the quote on page 238 lead you to rethink any of Phillips” ideas?

What do you imagine Weeks had mmind with his phrase “refusi ng tor refuse the body" [page
241]7

What ditfieulties do we face in using sexual theory as an wid 10 sex ualily?
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Eihs

Levine Foreownind, drtmowledgments, £ Introdusiion

Look st the sccond note of the Forewerd on page 227, and eonsider what vou expect’ed from sex
education? Is there a difference between this and sexuality education” [fso, what i# the
dillerence, and which of these two approaches do you prefer?  If vou were asked to establish such
a propram. what principles would frameé vour "curricalum"?

What 15 Tear? What 131t to Levine, who guickly introduces us to her view that fear is pervasive in
American society? To the limited degree she so far elaborates on it, why does 1t exist? What
facets of this social condition does she mention? Do you think Canadian society expenences
similar apprehension? Would yvou offer other wiords than “apprehension” 1o describe fricht?

Can you generalize about our seeiety’s perceptions of ehildien? Does any part of it fit with
Levie's early description of (7

Explan Levine's statement that childhowd 15 ideological.

Do you seeept a relationshup between pleasure and entitlement? Are pleasure. entitlement, and
pratection mutually exclesive categories? Should nsk trump all of them? Tow do vou
conceptualize ngk?

'me;  Chapter 1

Aftér comsidening this chapter. do you perceive sexual commodification as Levine does? What is
semuad commoditication, and why does Levine include i1 in her discussion”

Can we have cultoee without suppression? Is censorship more an act of suppression, protéction,
nurturance, ar....7

What respenses do you have after reading Levine’s quote by Penelope Leach an page 152

How should we evaluate knowledge, protection, entitlement and gesponsibility, rights, and sexual
freedom™ Ts this Tist adequate for a discussion of sexuality and chaldren?

Is all risk hazardous? s aveidance of nsk critical to our emotional well-being?

Of what political and sociplowical value to various groups in the society is 'risk™? How do we
learn what is isky and what 18 not? What messages about risk are “out there’ in society? Do they
profoundly inform us about ourselves, our Tives, our vulnerability and our possibilities?

Levime:  Chapter 2

How rehiable are social labels? What do we expect 10 achieve by using any of them?
What labels i corvent use, sexual or olherwise, come to vour mind?
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Broadening Levine's comment on page 26, do you think we fear people not because they are
deviant, but because they are ordmary?

Levime implies young people who eam “adult wages™ may stretch their social experience 1o inchude
‘adult sexual license”. Does she have a poini?

Does sex validate us? Whar is validation in such a case, and whv s il vahdating? fs this part of
adult sexua] Ticense?

How does false seconty At into Levine's argument

Leving:  Chapters 31 & 4

Is sex & ralional experienceT [s sexuality receplive to rational intervention? 1fso, is it entire] W
Leceptive, ar is it more viable in some contexts than in others? Does therapy eount as ratianal
intervertion?

s forced reporting of fantasies a justifiable form of therapy?

Prepare 1o discuss the quoete attrrbuted 1o Dr, Kutner on page 45, that normal behavionr can be
inappropriate. What eriteria of nontaiey and appropriatensss are iinplicit i this position” Can
natians of pormaley, and the power exerted 1o enforce it, stand up to the range of sexual
identities, sentiments, and expressions we have discussed?

Do you accepl *sexualization” & 4 reasonable analyfical precept? Do you accept "desexualization
as a reasollable analytical precep?

What nught explain the disparate data reported on page 587

How might we conceptualize, and evaluate, consent, safety, snd harm? Have you ever thought of
what Mary Douglas is quoted an paye 71 as having said; that danger emerges from transitional
states? Prepare 10 discuss interpretations of this.

Does Levine exaggerate the vitality of cultural codes in soetal leaming, and in our sacial
hehaviour? Identify as many culturz] codes regarding sexuabity as vou can think of. In what waYs
do you find them helpful, obstructive, burtful, liberating, eto.? Is gender a factor in how we
cotstrucd, communicate, and enforee these codes?

When, if ever, should we determing law, policy, or social attitude based on differences of
atlraction, of types of love?

Ate you comfortable with Aliie Kilpatrick's recommendatons, as presented on page 557

[eving:  Chapler 5

What 13 the zuthor saving when the refers 1o no-sex educition?
Is it analytically ngorous lo classity the debate in terms of right and left wing sex education?
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o

What does sither of these subslantively mean”?

Reconsider your earlier thonghts on eex/leexuality sducotion. In Nght of this chapter, bavy v
chianged your idees or conclusions? s the sex education deseribed here similar to what vou
expenenced?

Is the logic of the abslinence advoeated on page 93 salid? Is Debra Haffner's criticism of it [page
| 0] reasonahle’?

What deliberations are relevant to deciding the haundaries of parental authorly, i tenms of
purpeses ad their implementation?

What 15 marurity?

Levine:  Chapler 6

What implications cceur to vou regarding the 1954 poll results mentioned on pags 1267

Leving.  Chapter 7

Are there gaps in adult understanding of adolescent sexuality?
What is the missing discourse of desire?

Levine:  Chaplers 8 & 9

Although she affers no evidence of kinds and extent of parent-child discussions, do you arree wally
Levine that few parenis converse about sex with their children? If so, and it she is incidental] ¥
accurate, what might this say ahout adulthood in general?

Why does Levine speak of truthful fictions” Wht are these? Are lhey soctalagically valuable to
ug?

What kinds of narrative s Levine striving for?

How do gender and desire intersect?

What ideas ocour 1wy as yvou read from page 160 to the end of chapler % Has Levine touched
o0 an important part of enderstanding sexuality and its expression, or is she oversmphasizing the
issues?

Levine:  Chapters 10 & 11, Epilogue
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Prepare to discuss the peints raised in the 1ast paragraph on page 183,

should society pay heed to the “don't rush (o civilize™ advice discussed on page 1397
Are children entitled to privacy, und if so, in the ways ¢ited by Levine?

Is outercourse viable?

Why bas Lavine called ber last chapter “comumumnisy®?

Is the Kea of citizenship applied to childven a vizble concept? What would vishility mean in this
case?
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