GRANDE PRAIRIE REGIONAL COLLEGE
Department of Arts, Commerce and Education

Course Qutline: PY2330: Personality

Fall Semester, 2002 - 2002

Instructor: Kendel Tang, Ph.D, Course Credit Hours: 3 (UT)

Office No.: C427 Course Section: AZ

Office Hours: 3:00 - 4:30 pm, MW Class Time:; 230 -3.530 pm, TR

Qffice Phone, No.- 539-2857 Student Contact Hours: 3wk

E-Mail Addrass: tan rc.ab.ca Delivery Made: Classroom |ecture, and
discussion

Course Prerequisites: PY1040, PY1050

Course Description

Psychology 2330 is intended to provide an introduction to the field of Personality and, as a reflection
of the specialized nature of the course, will focus on a relatively detailed sxploration of the work of g
salection of the major theonists in the field. Specific areas examined in the course will include a
sludy of the classical and contemporary viewpoints of human nalure elaborated within the
psychadynamic, humanisticiexistential/phenomenclogical, cognitive, behavioural, trait, biological!
neuropsychological, social/cognitive, and information-processing perspectivas,

The course is designed to acquaint students with the essential structures and processas of selected
theories, plus discussion of their major contributions and their strengths and limitations in the
context of the inherent difficulty involved in developing a suitably concise yet sophisticated model of
human behaviour. In an attempt to develop optimal levels of understanding of the material, the
format of the course will consist of a combination of lecluras, discussions, and other relevant
learning aclivities. All stludents are expected to be actively involved in ¢lass discussions and other
learning experiences.

Course Objectives

L The suceessful student should demanstrate an understanding of the relevant concepts,
terminology and theoretical assumplions of the personality thearies studied in this course
and, in addition, should be aware of the major positive and negative criticisms directed at
them as well as the research on which these criticisms are based.

2, The student should be able to evaluate each theory in relation to identified standard
critenia for evaluation,

3. The student should be able to identify the similarities and differences among the various
theorias of personality and eventually attempt to synthesize and incorparate aspects of
these thearies into his/her own theory of persenality development,




4. The student should be able 1o apply certain principles of selected theorias towards a

clearer understanding of his/ner own personality. Hefshe should be able 1o interpret the
re2auita of selected selffadmiristerad personality tests.

Text:

Personality: Theory and Research (8" ed. 2001) by Pervin, LA & John, O.P,
Publisher: John Wiley & Sons, Inc,

Grading System

| Scale Translation Approximate % Equivalent |

9 90 — 100

8 Excellent 80— 89

¥ 72-79

:_§ Good 55 —71

E = 57 —64

4 Pass 50—55
2 Failure 45— 48 =
2 Failure S5 — 44
1 Failure 0—-25

Marks in the course will be weighted as follows:

Average of chapler tests (Test 1 and 2} 20%
Mid-Term Exam 20%
Final Exam 0%
Term Paper 20%

Class Involvement (based on degrees of participation in
class discussions, number and guality of questions
asked indicating interest and curiosity, and
pdriicipation in other assigned leaming activities) 10%
Total:  100%

Course Requirement

Each student is required to write a term papsar on & topic that is retevant to the course objectivas
after consultation with the instructor. An outline of the paper, including & biblicgraphy, should be
submitted to the instructor no later than Nov, 19, 2002, Early consultation is strongly
recammendad. Thea instructor will provide students with a list of possible {opics to choose from but
the student's choice is not limited to the 1opics on the list The paper should be typewritten {dout™
spaced) and should be between 8 and 10 pages in length including a list of references with &t leas:



% entries. The format and style of the paper should conform to the quidelines of the Amearican
Psychological Association (APA) Publication Manual (4™ ed. ), which is available in the library.
Major deviations from the prescribed format will result in a deduction of at most 20 percentage
pnints from the paper's grade. The instructor will explain in clase the fundomertals of the ADA style
of cting and referencing documentary sources. Further assistance can be obtainad from the Writing
Centre at the College. A deduction of 5% from the paper's grade will also be imposed for every day
that the paper is submitted later than Dec, 3, 2002,

Additional Course Information

Students will be held accountable for lectures delivered, readings assigned, and any
announcements that will be made in class from time to time, If a student is unable to attend a
particular class, it will be histhar responsibility to find out what was missed. For optimal leaming and
readiness for class participation, students are expected to attend class regularly {no less than 80%
attendance] and to read the assigned chapters before coming to class on the dates indicated on the
timetable, except, of course, for the first session. Past course records show that very rarely can a
grade of 8 ba achieved by a student with less than 80% class attendance. Similarly, s grade of & s
very rarely obtained by a student with less than 50% class attendance. Class attendance is highly
correlated with final grade in the course.

If & student foresees Lthat he/she will be unable Lo write a test ar exam at a scheduled time due to
liness or emergency, hefshe should notify the nstructor immediately, preferably one day in
advance, A message may be left on the instructor's voice mail {535-2867) or e-majl
(lang@gpre.ab.ca) together with the phane number where the student may be reached to arrange
for an alternative date to write the test, if feasible. Fallure to notify the instructor will result in a grade
of zero for the tes! that was missed, unless procf (normally, a doctor's note) is presented that the
student was physically or mentally unable to do so due to a sudden illness or emergency or 1o
circumstancas bayond the student's control.

If a student 15 unable to write the final exam for a valid reason, helshe should ask the instruetor for 2
deferred exam and submit an application to the Registrar's office for permissicn to write a defarred
exam (see the College calendar about deferred exams). Students are strongly advised against
making any plans that will prevent them from writing tests or exams on the scheduled dates

Every student is strongly encouraged to talk to the instructor after class in his office or in the hallway
about any concems related to the course or just to further discuss the course material,

Senior students are expected to be quite familiar with their responsibilities and rights regarding
plagiarism and cheating and their consequences as stated on page 37 of the College calendar,

Please keep this course information sheet for future reference.
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TIMETABLE
PY 2330
FALL SEMESTER, 2002 . (}

PRI TESTS, PAPER, AND EXAMS

Chapter | Personality Theory: From Everyday
Observations 10 Systematic Theores
Chaptes 2; The Seientific Study of People
Chapter 3: A Psychodynamic Theary: Freud's
Psychoanalytic Theaty of Persanality
Chapier 4: A Psychodynamic Theory: Applications
and Evaluation of Freud's Theary
Test 12 Oet. 1 [(Tues)
om chapters [-4 (60 min,)
Chapter 5: A Phenomenological Theory:
Carl Rogers's Merson-Camered
Theory of Pevsonality
Chapter 6; A Phenomenological Theary!
Applications and Evaluation of
Ropers's Theory
Chapter 7 Trait Approaches 1o Personality:
Allport, Evaenck, and Cattel)
Midters) Examn: Ocl, 22

(Tue_} on chapters 1.7

CEAT rrimuies)
Chapter # Trau Theory: The Five-Factos Model:
Applications amd Evaluation of Trait
Approaches o Personality
Chaptee %: Binlogical Foundations of Personality
Chapter 10; Leaming Approaches o Personality
(hapter 11; A Cognitive Theory of Personality:
Creorge A, Kelly's Personal Construct
Theory of Personality
Chapler 12: A Cognitive Theory of Personality: Term Puper Outline Due:
Applications and Evaluation of Kelly's Mov, 18 {Tue.)
Theory Including bibliography)

Test 2: Nov, 26 (Tue.),
on chapiers 8- 12 {60 min)
Chapter 15: Social Cognitive Theory:
Bundurs and Mischel
Chapler 14: Social Copnitive Theary: Applications
and Evaluation

Chapter 132 & Cognitive, Informatiyn-Processing Term Paper Due: Dee. 3
Approach 10 Personality (Tue,)

Chapier 16: An Overview of Perionality Theory, {Thon't use any cover on
Asspzament, and Bessarch Your ferr paper.

FINAL EXAM PERIODR Final Exam: The date will posted by the

Registar's Office. Exam Time Limit: 3 hrs.

NOTE: The lnal exam will include all assigned chapiers and lecture materials,
Thus timetable 15 tentative and subject to change. Future changes 1o this timetable will be




