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GRANDE PRAIRIE REGIONAL COLLEGE

& an FINE ARTS DEPARTMENT

Course Outline
Mu 2250

Applied Music - Voice

Instructor:  John Murmay BMus (Hon), MMus
Office: L114
Phone: 539-2812 (office)

Course Description: Students enrolled in this course will study the principal
aspects involved in the care, development, and production of the voice as a vocal
instrument. It is a 6.0 credit course offered over the full year. Voice lessons are
taught in a studio setting on an individual basis with the voiee instructor. The
course includes a one-hour (1) lesson each week which will be broken down into
two one-half hour (1/2) lessons each week, Participation in the G.P.R.C. Concert
Choir and a one-hour (1) Eepertoire Class each week are mandatory requirements
for this course.

Course In Perspective: The purpose of this course is to build upon the basie
skills and vocal training the student received in the first vear of vocal study at this

institution. Eazch student will have an opportunity to perform selected repertoire
trom the Renaissance, Baroque, Classical, andfor Twentieth-Century periods.

Course Criterin: Two-thirds of the student's final stedio mark will be based on

their final evaluation (se¢e "Evaluation Form Fer Studio Mark") and upon their
tulfillment of the following criteria.

A Effort and Attitude

% The desire 1o sing.

i, The willingness to develop technical excellence.

iil.  Personal motivation and discipline.

v The resolve to do all that is necessary 1o leam to sing with comect vocal
technique and musical expression,

V. Maintamn proper mental, physical, and sparitual wellness.

V1. Develop cardio-vascular fitness and muscle tone.
vii.  Your effort and sttitude towards this course will have a significant

affect on the sutcome of your final evaluation.
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Daily Rehearsal

A minimum of one (1) w0 two {2) hours of practicing per day - six {6) davs
e wierk

Fractice all assigned vovol exercises and repertoire during yvour daily
practice time. It is a good idea to regularly add now exercises from
sppropriale sections of The Struciire of Singing, by Richard Miller, 1o
vour daily practice routine.

Learn and memorize new music quickly.

Learn the meanmg of each word in those picces thal are written in o
foreign language,

Develop yous arlistic and imerpretive abilities. Characler development
{singing it character) and textual inferpretation (singing with expression)
are important aspects of affective musical performance,

Weekly Preparation

Work with an accompamst, outside of reperioire elass or lesson tme, at
least onge a week

It is expected that each student will be thoroughly acquainted with the
piane accompaniment to his or her wusic before coming to their voice
lessons and to reperinire classes,

Each student is expected to keep aerobically fit and maintain good muscle
tone especially in the lora aren of the bodv, Weekly aerobic and muscle
tomang work-out sessions ef some sort {ie. walking, stationary cycling,
skipping, crunches, laleral crunches, push-ups, conditioning-level weight
training program, ele.) are a mandatory requirement for this course. You
must be in exeellent physical condition (become o voeal athlete) in order
to develop excellent vocal technique, Please consult your pliysician
before beginning any cxercise program

Repertoire Class

Repertoire Classes are held on a weekly basis, and aftendance at this class
1% taghly recommended. The Repertoire Class time will be determined at
the beginning ol the school vear.

Each student will be able to perform in repertoare class al least once every
two bo three weeks, This i a perlommance-based course and those who do
not perform regularly in repertoire class may nol develop adequate
pertormance skills by the end of each term. Your technical and artistic
development as well as vour performance skills will be evaluated ar
the end of cuch term in a Jury situation.

II'you miss your turm to perform then you may have to wait until vour nex
seheduled time before you can perform o tepertoiee class spain,
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Your music should be thoroughly prepared before perfarming at repertaire
class. This means: noles lcamed. word megmng learned (ransktions),
music and lext memonzed, and prior tehearsal with the studio
accompams! belore vour selwduled repertoire class perfirmanis tine

Repertoire Classes are for fine tuning interpretation and musicianship
not for learning the music.

Lesson Preparation

Daily rehearsal ix expected for improvement. Withou! daily rehearsal you
will not progress technically, and development of your vocal instrument
will be minimal, Time must be spent with an aceompanist before yvou
Biring o piece of music into your lesson, 1F you do not pluy the piana it
would be helplul 1o have 4 good accompanist record the accompaniment
par, 10 Your pieces, onto a tape o that vou will be familiar with the
sccompaniment part, as well as your own voeal fine, belore vou came (nto
the studio [or your lesson.

Music you expect to work on during your lesson time must be thoroughly
learned (noles leamed, familiar with accompanimenl, translation of
loreipn words, chwraclerization, ete. ) and memorized.

Performance

Participation m st least one {1} Student Noan Hour Music Recital is
required. Students are encouraged o participate In as many Student Noan
Hour Music Recitals as possible in order to gain perlormance experience
Each sludent must have their piece(s) thorouphly prepared and memorized
b lore they will be allowed 1o perform 41 a Stodenl Noon Hour Music
Recital. Failure to have picces properly prepared by yvour scheduled
performance date(s) will affect your final grade, Participation in more
than the reguired amount of neon hour student recitals will be t=ken inta
account when assigning final grades,

Participation in studio-related voice recitals or any department-refated
special performance events will be by invitation anly.

Purticipation in other classical music vocal venues such as music festivals
or vecal competitions is encauraged, Your particlpation in these
exlracurncular classical music activities will be luken into considerstion
wlien assigning final prades.

Ferformance of & required. or optional. major solo or shared voice recital
will anly be permitted il the staden) successfully completes a juried
recital, The juried recital will ke place three (37 weeks prior to the
performance of the major solo or shared recital, [ the student does not
successfully complete the juried recital then the scheduled recital will
either be postponed or canceled,
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Students will not be permitted W perform at any type of studio- vt
department-related recital unless their precets) is (are) thoroughly prepared
and ready for performance.

Accompanist

Fach student must be prépuared to hire the studio accompunist for their pwn
private weekly rehearsals, noon hour student recitals, torme-end recitals,
jurees, repertoire classes, master classes, or anv other departmental music
functians they may be performing at or participating in.

All accompanist fees must be paid promptly  You should be prepared 1o
pay your accompanist immediately following each practice session or
performance unless you are able 1o work out anather armangement for
payment with your accompanist.

Final grades may be withheld until all voor accompanist fees huve
been paid in full,

Treal your accompanist with professional respect and couriesy at all times,
especially inevery situation in which you are hiring them,

T0is the responsibility of each student to Tet the studip accompanist knaw,
well in advance. when they will be peeded to aceompany them in
Repertoire Class, recitals, juries, etle. and 1o pet their music 1o the studio
accompanist noe less than twe weeks prior to their performance, Fach
student must arrange, und pay lor, private practice sessions with the sludio
accompanist before they will be allowed w perform at any department.
related musical event. The studio secompanist will reserve the right to
refuse 1o play for any student who does not comply with the
aforementioned criteria.

*This instructor reserves the right to disallow any person, or pPeErsens,
the privilege of accompanying any, or all, of his college voice students
for any college- or department-related vocal activity,

Concert Choir

Participation in the G.P.R.C. Concen Choir is considercd a mandatory b
requirement for all Bachelor of Arte music majors/minors and a
recommended corequisite for all Bachelor of Education musie

T OTR/MLnors.
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Your lab (choir) mark will secount for twenty (207 percent of your siudio
mark. All points covered in the Mu 1400/Mu 2400 Course Cutline will be
vonsidered in tw evaluation of your lab muark for this course. Please pick
up a copy 0f the Mo 1200Mu 2400 Course Outline a the firsl choir
rehearsal The percentnge break down of the Choir/Lab evalumive criteria
15

Weokly exams, imidterm exam, final exam 50%
Performances and concens 3125
Fullillment ot lab (choiry assignments, criteria, 2%

and participation in choir responsibilities.

Any unexcused absence lrom a Concert Choir Fall or Spring term-end
performance will mean vou will reeeive a faifing grade for 1his course.
COndy in the case of an exireme family emergency or personal Tness,
which would prevent you from performing, will & student be excused from
s porformance. o the case of personal illness, 4 student must obtain a
medical certificate from his or her ductor and present this certificate to the
choir director within one week of their missed performance, In the event
of an extreme family emergency, you must conimiicale your reason for
missing the perlormance with the chair direeter, in writing, within one
week of your missed performance.

Please sée the Course Cutline far Mu 1400/Mu 2400 for complete details
on the course/lab requirements,

Aftendance

Adtendance at gl] Fine Ans Department music funclions ineluding noon
hour student recitals. Fine Arts Department ensemble concerts. vocul
master classes and work shops, voice recitals, ete. is mandatory, Failure 1o
attend these events will affect your fnal grade by at lzast S percent of 3
stanine per missed event. Atendance sheets or your Maed Passport nust
be signed or ticket stubs or programs handed into the voice instructor in
order 1o receive credit for attendance @1 cach <pecific event. Students must
sign their name clearly on all ticket stubs or programs before handing
them . Ivis the student’s responsibility to make sure they remember
fo sign the attendance sheet or to hand in their signed ticket stub,
program, or Mad Fassport for all events by the end of the schoul vear,
Attendance ol gll professional level clussical music voice recitals and
classical music choral concerts in Grande Prairie is mandatary,
Adtendance sheets must be signed or signed ticket stubs or programs
banded in following the musical event. Failure (o attend these events wil
affect vour final prade by at Jeast 10% per missed even
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Attendanee ot other out-oltown professional level elassical musie vocal
recilils, aratonios. opers, or concerts involving voeal soloists and choir
and’or orehestra is recommended as a valuable aid in learning maore ghau
vocal lechnigue and the art of perlorming vocal repertoire.

Antendanee at all "field wip” events is mandatory, Failure to aftend these
events will atlect vour final grade by al Jeast 13% per missed evenl,

Tt miay be recommended, by the voice instructor, that cenain non-music
wuorkshops (such as those offered by 1he drama department or other
departments) be attended by voice students in order 10 assis! their overall
artistic development. Altendance al these workshops will be taben imta
consideration when [inal grades are determined.

All students who are absent from more than 20% of their lesson Times
(3 lessons) will be told to withdraw from this course, In such a case
they will aptomatically receive a grade of DR (debarced),

Juries

Each student will perform three meces, by memory and with piane
accompaniment, 3t 3 midterm jury, This jory will take place neur the end
of the lirst term, Your midtenm jury tmark will serve as 3 benchmark and
will provide you with some indication as 1o vour progress at the midway
point through the school vear. Please note, it is pot un official mark,
therefore, 1twill not appear on your transeripls. See ik below for further
detadls regarding jury forms, jury requirements, and jury evaluation,

All voice students must participate in a final jury. The finul Jury normally
takes place shortly afler the lagt week of classes at GPRO. Each student
will pertorm three picces by memory und with plano accompaniment. Al
feast rwo (1) of the pieces must be i a foreign language (Le. Talian,
Freneh, or German), One (1) of the pleces may be m English. Jury marks
will be based on your preparation of each picce including, voeal
lechnique, menorization, pronuneiation, interprettion, musicianship, and
stage deportment, Al least one oniginal copy of each of your jury pieces
must be submitted to the jury. Jury fonns must be Glled out correctly and
handed out to each jury member at the lime of vour jury performance,
[Fazlure to properly Gl out and distribute your jury forms will affeet vour
final jury noarck.
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Oval Report

The purpose of this assignment 15 to mtroduce you b some of the music
iournals and perivdical lilersture that relate to spectfic areus of voor voeal
or pedagagical interests,

Choose one specific vocal or pedagopicul ares 10 research and use TIMP
{Intermutional Index to Music Periodicals) to search for articles that relate
to your lople.  Onee these articles are acquired through intertibrary Joan
arrange a lime 1o presenl a |0 minute oral presentation elther to the
repertoire class or to vour volce instructar (il attendance at reperivire class
5 not possible for vou during the vear).

Please see the “Oral Report™ handout for further details.

Other Requirements

Students should be prepured 1o cover the Tallowing unfisrescen costs:
-Purchuse of new music.
-Concert, recital, or other performance tickels.
-Travel expenses for any "ficld trips™ (1 ¢, concens, recitals, voice
workshops, master classes, operas, ot ).
-Accompanist lees for private practice, jurics, noon hour recigals,
elc.
-Possible user fees related to specific arens of this course (ie.
library searches, ete.).
Those students who do not read music are expected Lo find their own wiry
of learning their voice-course riedes. Some suggestions might be:
a} Ask someune who dees read music 1o work with vou on o
regular basis to help you learn the notes of vour reperinire.
b) Ask a pianist to play the melody notes and then the
accompaniment part onto a tape For you.
¢) Re-lake the rudiments of theory course [Mu 10003 here 1 the

college.
Please Note: [t is not the responsibility of this voice instrucior iy help
you with note learni O Y OICC-COUrSE pieces,

Some wrillen and'or research assignments may be required as part of this
COUTSE.

All College voice students are expected o sign up for varlous
responsibilines in the performing arts section of the Fine Arts Department.
Each student should talk 10 John Murray and sign up for al least twa (2
responsibilities during the course of the full academic vear,
Responsibilities may include ushering, folding programs, stage managing,
ot other duties. Studems should advise me. in wriling, of those dutics ta
they have performed s a part of this course reguirement, Those who fail
to fulfill this course requirement will be deducted at least 5 percent of
a stanine Trom their final mark,
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Textbooks: Students ave expecied to make three initial purchases for Uas conrse:

1 Dwenry Stx ftalian Songs And Arias. Alfred Publishing Co. Jolm Glenn
Patan, edner, Mediom High or Medium Low {depending on yone vaenl
category). The accompanying CT) [optional reyuirement).

i, The Arnold Boox OF Old Sorgey, Arranged by Roger Quilter, Bovsey und
Hawkes,

supplementary Text
I Tl Speacture OF Singing: Svstem And Art In Fool Technigue. Richard
Miller, Schirmer Books.

Addional music will likely have to be ordered as the school vear proeresses and
your vocal instrument and musicianship develops, Please budget your finances
wecordimely, [t s illegal 1o photocopy music, therefore, any music assigned 1o
vou, for thig course, must be purchased, You are also responsible to provide an
original copy of your music for your accompanisi.

Please do not make any of the above music purchases {numbers i and o) until
your voice has been tested by the veice instructor,

Student Evaluation: Students who complete this course are expecled to know,
understand, and demonstrate the basics of proper vocal production and msical
expression. Fach student will be evaluated in the arcas of weehnical and musical
development (see "Evaluation Furm For Studio Mark"). T¢ must be stressed that
the instructor will oot award students marks, Each student will garn the
miarks they desire by consistently demonstrating both skill and development
in the areas of vocal technigue, musicianship, and performance.

Twusthirds of the student's final studio mark is based on the re<ults of their final
tevhnical and musicianship evaluation (see "Evaluation Form Far Studio Mark™,
andd on their fulfillment of the course criteria a8 outlined above (see number 4.
"Course Criteria”). and on the successful completion of an oral repart.

Cine-third of the student’s final studio mark will be based on their Jinal jury mark.

B Arts B EdJ
Sudio Mark (Includmg Jury Mark) 0%y DEG
Crral Report 10%s 1015
Lab {Chair) 20% MNIA

Students are encouraged to check with the instructor at any time during the schoal
vear regarding their progress and development or to receive feedback reparding
their performances  Ttis best to express any personal concerns you may have
regarding this course or 10 reveive any evaluative feedback for this course by
booking an offiee appointment with the instractor. Official G.P.A_ murks will be
assigmed, by the instructor, wt the end of the school year,




Please Mote: A GPA, ol s considered to be an averpe mark.
AGEPA ol 7 s considered to be a very goud mark.
AGPA, of B iz considered 10 he an exeellent mark.
AGA of Y is an excepional mark. This mark will anly be
awirded to those who fulfill all uf the requirements Jlisted in the
course patline above. and who consistently demonsteate

exgcptional vocal technigue and musicianship throughoot the
schao] vear.

Should there be 2 disagreement between what this instructor says to vou, at
any time, and what the course vutline states, the course outline will serve as
the arbiter between the two conflicting statements,




