HISTORY 2610

Post-Confederation Canadian HRistory

Grande Fralrie Regional College
(Winter 1997)

Ipstructor: Alan Segal

ioe: C410, 539-2011

Qffice Hours: Mondays & Wednesdays 2 - 3pn
Tuesdays & Wednesdaye 5:45- 6:15pn
By appointment

Course Frerequisite: Hone

Goals:
1. To encourage you to think ¢f history as
EDTPEEing strands of ideas, behaviours, and
aliefs.

2. To help you develop analytical and criticaj
interpretations of Canadian history.

Becuired Texte:
History of the ETugﬁian Peuglag. Yol, 2: 1867 ta the
Fresent - Finkel, Conrad, Strong-Boag
REEE%?fE in Canadian history: Post-confederation, 4th
lon - Douglas Prancig & Dopald Smith

& of ebec ' lism - Gilles Gougeon

ASBignments:

Midterm - essay format. You will prepare answers for
guestions given to you ahead of time, and will write
on one in clase selected by the instruetor. The
midterm will be graded on a 1-9 scale.

3 Journals
{Due the first classes of each month, be inﬂing in
February. Each is worth 1 stanine. Details below)
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Self-evaluation

(Forms are provided. rYouywlll use a 1-3 scale. The¥

EIE due the last class of the semester. More details
elow)

Filnal Exam

(& mixture of some multiple cholce guestions and short
assay answers, and will cover the pericd studied
after the midterm. The short eaaaY questions will be
given to you in advance, but not all of théem will be
selected. This will be marked on a 1-9 scala,)

The total of all stanine marks available for assignments is
24, Your marks will be totaled out of 24, a percentage will
ba obtained, and the percentage will be re-converted to a
final stanine grade according to the following table,

Stanine Gracde Percentage Equivalent
3 g0 = 100
B8 80 - g9
7 T2 - 79
& 65 - 71
5 57 - &4
4 20 - 56
3 45 - 49
2 26 - 44
1 0 - 25

NOTE: ¥No class averaging will be done.

: BONUS posslbility: Becauvse class discusszion is a
vital aspect of this course, everyone may (but not
necessarily will) receive a bonus mark for the OUALITY of
your class dlscussion, based on & combination of the
frequency and quality of the participation. You will be
eligible only if you diesplay commitment to the course by
reading your texts and completing the required assignments.
The bonus mark will have a range of 1-3.

Journals

Each journal 1s usuvally one page. Anything pertaining to
Canadian history, class discussicns or lectures, class
interaction, or course observations and suggestions, is a
suitable topic. No research is necessary of expected. The
purpose is to allow informal communication with the
inetructor.

SELF-Ev H

Thie provision asks for your assessment of your overall
contribution to the course. Marks are generally accepted
without question if you complete all assignments and cite
valid, acourate reasons to Bupport your mark.
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What is Critical Thinking?

In our clase discussions I will expect you to apply these
concepts to Capadlan history. Please look at this entire
section carefully.

Critical thinking is intellectually diseinlined thinking,
based on skeptical, ¢areful, and legical analvsis of
evidence. Take nothing for granted and challenge universal
truths or ex?lanatinﬂs. Dafer dis/fagreement until & later
Et“ﬁ“ of analysis for at least try to aveid using it as a
gquide for your ana yaia}. Consider aslternative ideas,
understandings, and explanations. Critical thought is
independent and autenomous,

Uncritical thought is gﬁnfnrming, dogmatic, and
cloged-minded., Uncritical thinkers do not strive for
greater understanding or awareness beyond what they alrsady
POBEEES.

Critical thinkiﬂg iz facilitated by knowledge of a
discipline or subject, skills for generating and processing
ideas, and a disposition or habit of mind to use the skills
congistently. Reflective historians are knowledgeable
people who think deeply and apenly about what, who, and how

they research, and the circumstances in which they do
reasearch.

Critical Thinking Objectives

I. Identify and clearly articulate problems and issues

2. ldentify arguments:

Premises (peliefs, assumptions, evidence),
inferances, and conclusions

Distinguish between evidence and conclusions
based on that evidence
3. Evaluate arguments:

Question the accuracy of assumptions in arguments
and practices

Aesess the quality of the evidence

Evaluate the validity of an inference or argument
Identify implications and consequences of
beliefs, assumptions, and conclusions

4. Construct and communicate sound arguments orally and
i ‘Wl‘lt.].ng
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A Critical Thinker's Vocabulary

Argument: Reasons given for or against something, A lipne of
reasoning in which statements are presented to support or
refute a point.

AR=zumption: A statement accepted as true without preof or
demonstration [or without immediately obwvious proof or
demonstration}. BAn unstated belief or premise, something
taken for granted,

Conclusion: A judgment, decision, or proposition reached by
reasoning.

Evidence: The data, facts, information, or understandings
on which conclusions are based, or by which procf or
religbility may be established. 3Standards for evidenca
include accuracy, relevance, and completeness,

Inference: The reasoning or loglcal thinking assoclated
with uaderstanding evidence and assumptions, and through
which one forms conclusions.

Premise: & statement from which something is inferred or
concluded. A statement on which an argument is based.

valid Inference/Argqument: A logical inference.

Sound Argument: An argument with "true" premises and valid
inference. —

DISCUSSTION SEQUENCE

Along with the reading assignments, ! have listed specific
developmente in Canada's history that wou shounld leck for as
you read the text. Az you read about these developments,
explain to yourself their importance to Canada's history.
History isn't a neal pattern of results, but avents, people
occurrences, ideas, etc. might be associated in some kind o
relationship.

Lis Introduction to course

2. Lecture: What do we mean by & historical approach?

Aead the Introduction of the Finkel et al
text. What observations about writing and

interpreting history are expressed in this
gection?
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4.

Chapter

Chapter

1, Finkal,.,.

What politiecal and economic interests
supported the idea of Confederation, in the
eaTly 186057 Who opposed Confederation? Why
du you think the auchors mention women,
Nativee, and foreigners, in this chapter?

2, Finkel...

What importance can you see in the
Secesgionist Movement in Nova Scotia? Compare
and contrast the extension of Confederation in
the years after 1867, with how the colonies
ware jolned before 1867. What historical
implications do you imagine there have been as
a result of French-English confliet, and
relations between the provinces and the
national goverpment? What was reciprocity?

{Consider whether the early experlences between the
federal government and the Red River Metris set a
Canadian precedent for future political conflicts
between minority groups and government,)

All of topic one, Francls & Smith

Chapter

3

What was the Natlonal Pollcy? What was the
pattern(s) of Canada's industrialization?
what is meant by an industrial economy?
Prepare to discuss urbanization in Canada:
how and why did it occur; who did and did not
benefit from it? How would you summarize the
state of childhood in 1%th century Canada?
Understand the growth of labour movements.

A11 of Toepic Two and Topic Seven, Prancis...

Chapter 4

what is culturet? Wwhat de we mean by “dominant
culture,.” and why do we speak of it as if
there weres no ntger cilturea in the country?
Why dé4 the authors think religion was
Cufturally gignificant? How did urbanizationm
and industrialization affect Canada‘s cultura?
Was wilfrid Laurier an important Prime
Minigter?
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9.

Topic 5, Francis..., except John Marlyn's article

Chapter 5

Why ie this chapter called “a maturing ...
economy?” Who or what (developmente) in the
country contributed to the maturation? What
is an economic staple? What were the stages
of American investment in Canada?

Chapters 6 & 7

Summarize the changes in Canada between 1896
and 1919. Do you think these dates have
hisrorical significance, or were they selected
haphazardly by the authors? Who was Clifford
$ifton? Can we generallize about working
conditions in {anada at this time? If fo,
what overall description would you offer? Wny
refer te sports in a book on Canadian history?
Who were the suffragists, and what
considerations shonld we think about when
deciding to give pecple the vote? What wag
progressive about Urban Progressives? Do you
think the T erance movement set a valuable
or pon-valuable tone for controlling personal
behaviour? Would you have peen a British
imperialist or a Canadian nationalist?

(Eeép in mind the oppositien to conseription of maAnY
French Quebecers in 1917. When we discuss the WW?
conscription erisis, T will ask you whether
anti-conscription resistance in World Wars 1 and 2
were indications the Freach were less committed to
Canada than other citizens.)

All of Topice 3 & 4, Topic 8 {nnlz the article by
Colin Howell), and Topic 9 (omit the article by Sarty
and Greephous), Francis...

Chaptares B & 9

What do the authors mean by the "modern ageaz"
Compare the 19205 to the 15308, Use as ocne of
your comparisons the expressions of protest
across the country. Why were people
proteating at all? What was “continental
capitalism?” How would you describe its aarly
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10.

11.

12.

impact on Canada? What changes occurred in
Capada s economy from 1245-19607 What
federal-provinclal relationship materialized
daring and after World War 2? Who were
Maurice Duplessis, William Aberhart, J.5.
Woodaworth? What is meanl Ly Lhe "welfare
state?" What developments lead the authors to
entitle chapter 9 "the growth of the state?-
What is the state? Whﬁ de they speak of it
more when diecussing the 20th cantury than the
19th? Should Canada have tied itself so
clocely to the United States?

4ll of Topic Ten and Topic 12, and Topic 11 (anly
Granatsteln's article), Francis...

Chaptar 10

Summarize the sacial changes in Canadian
culture from 1920 to 1960, Prepare to discuss
social clase differences in the cauntrf during
this period. What are the authers saying when
they write of the *commodification of
culture:"

All of Topic 13, Francis...

Chapter 11

What are the characteristices of the
post-industrial economy? Was the Free Trade
Agreement nothing meore than the next step in
our economic relationship with the Upnited
States, or a digression from "standard"
Canadian economic policy? What pros or cons
can you offer about the concept of free trade?

Chapters 12 & 13

What do the authors mean hﬁ "the postmodarp
age?" Do you agree with the authore-’
assessment of Canada's diversity? What was
the Quiet Revolution? Who were Jean Lesage,
Pierre Trudeau, and Pierre La orte, and James
Cross? What is alienation and why was Western
Canada ex eriencing it? Put together in your
nind & tableau of Canada from a social an§
political perspective. Desgseribe the Canada
"o see in this chapter. Wwhat are the
mplications for the country of gay
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liberation, the women's movement, the
organization of First Nations {Natives), tha
anvironmental movement, the effort to gustain
8 cultural identity? What was the new
consensus referred to in the book? What deo
the anthors Eug?ﬂﬁt is possible or desirable
in a comsensus for the next 20 Years or sao?
Do you think a new consensus is pogsible? 1If
&0, on what grounds? Was patriating the
constitution a good idea?

{was the federal government juetified in bringing in
the War Messures Act in 19?8?

What historical value to Canada, if any, de you

think the separatist movement has had? If you were a
Quebecois, would you sympathize with or Support the
geparatiste?)

All of Topic 14, Francis...

A history of Quebec nationalism, Gougeon
13, Topic 15, Michael Asch's article, Francis...

14. Conclusion of course

Have your Eerc:gtians of Canada changed since
the keginning the coursez

Fhe themes below may help you to come Up With esgay
questions. You don't have to limit yourself these items,
They are only guggestions.,

1. The history of labour

2. Natives

3. Ethnicity and local politics (Ehat is, emall towns,
sYucific cities, ete.y.

4. Alienation: regional; social; cultyural

3. Religion in Canadian politics

. Racism

7. Immigration and social values

8. The North American Free Trade agreament

9. Canada's foreign policy: Past or Fyture directicnos

1d. Women in Canada's past

1l. The FLQ (Front de Liberartion da Quebec)

12. The War Measures Act

13. Wartime internment of ethnie groups
Conscr'iption
The Diefenbaker asra

=t
1P
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16. Separstist movements/sentiments in Canada

17. The impact of confederation on Newfoundland

18. EBconomic development and Canada‘s north

19. The Mackenzle King-Lord Byng conflict

20. Gender eguality

Zl. Hallunal unliy and industrilal development

22. {uebec's “guiet" revolution

23. Private versue public ownership

24. The Depression of the 1530s

25. The Manitoba Schools Crisis

26. The Winnipeq general strike

27. The Ocrtober Crisis of 1970

26. Indian treaty righte

2%. The Laurier ara

30. Macdonald's Mational FPolicy

3]l. The Canadian Constitation

32. Unionization

33. The British NHorth America Act

3%, The Pacific scandal

35. The RCMP, national security, and the rights of the
dccused

36. The Polirtics of the Crows Mest Pass Rate
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