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COURSE DESCRIPTION

Aboriginal peoples a1l over the world have been encapsulated within
madern nation-states, and the relationship is usually problematip=-
Bspecially for the former, The {mposition of national (and
international) economic svstems ism accamplished  through tha
appropristion aof aboriginal resources tParticularly land and
labor). Politiecal systems designed tn impersonally govern millipna
Of people and relations with other nations of the same Scale are
imposed on small communities. Sociail systems developed to sustain
lnequalities and to allow the interaction of strangers replace
systems which assume everyone is related. Ideological systams that
anvision individual huinan control over the universe challenge those
which stress that we are inextricably linked ta 2all beings past,
Preseant, and future and are responsible for all of them and for
rach wpther. The egontrol which the nation-state exarts over
aborigainal peoples ie. ultimately, military, but it 15 al=so
Bxpressed in {ts domination of the mass medis and of educational
syatems. Of particular interest iz the PEFSpECtive that legal
SYSLems are oreated ta further particular sconomic and political
interests, and within particular cul tural frameworks; however, they
ean also be utilized by those whose i1nterests dr@8 opposed and whose
culture is di fferent,

Follaowing an initial outline of the culture and sooiety of
aboriginal peoples in Canada prior to European pecupation, We shall
study their experience under Euro-Canadian domination. We shall
Bxdming the Treaties (legal documents by which aboriginal land was
acquired) and conseguent land claims suits, the Indian act
fdesigned to control and  protect Indian regerved land= and
residents). the continuoyus quest for economic resgurces, and the
Bffects of Canadian educational, religious and legal institutions,
Throughout, our attempt will be to make sense of the Native point
of view, its logic and rationale; we ghall he learning at Ieast ayg
much of the Euro-Canadian point of wiew and its 1lggic agnd
rationale.




REQUIREMENTS AND EVALUATION -
A number of assigrments based on course readings will be expected
during this couwrsa, They must be handed in to the instructor in
Lldss (where applicable) opn the day they are due. Tardiness will
result in the loss of 3 out of 9 polnts. Excessive grammatical or
spelling errors may have the same result. All marking uses the

stanine system.

Agsignment % Due Date

Etbnographies 20 Week 5

Treaties 10 Week 7

INDIAM ACT 10 Hepk 9

SUNDOGS 20 Weak 11-

DANCING WITH & GHOST 20 Wepk 13

POISON STRONGER THAN LOVE 20 Week 15 {one week after
last class)

Oral presentation 20 At any point during the
term., replacing nther

assignments worth 20%.

Grading System
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