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Hutton, Trene 2., B A, {S8ask.), B, Ed, {Alberta)
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Nelson, G,D,, B.Sc. {N. Dakora), M, A, (Colorado)
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THE PERFORMING ARTS DIVISION

Uider the encroenie leadership ot Director, Gerald Nelson, the Pertormiing Arts Duoviseon has had 118 busivst year, in
the conrse of whreh it notehed up o less than bive “Hirsts®.

he tarst of these was the Visiting Conservatory in Smings. With the asststance ol the Provincial Government's
t.ultural Development Branch, two teachers flew in from Edmonton twice a month to give private lessons. Ar. Rapald
shean{Iirector o the Bdmonton Conservatory} specialized o violin and viola, while My, Frantisek « ikanek (also at the
¢ onservatory) specialized in ‘cello and bass.  As part of their assignment, they both gave one clnie to the schools on
caeh visit, 1115 worthy of note that the students whe had private lessons all {iured prommently wihe vartous orchestras
ol whieh they were members.

I hovember, Sydney P. Larter was appounted as (ult-time Manager o1 Peclorming Arts - o rask whichs was later heard
to deseribe as rather like trying o catch up o a Saturn Rocket afeer blast-ati.

i March, two more *tirsts' came close toyether. One was the hosting of the Peace River Region Honors Bands Week-
eid as a part of College Wweekend. The other was the Fine Arts Week, in the sponsorship ol which the Division was
juined hy the c.ultural Development iranch, the City Public Schoot Board and the County School Board.

Finally, in yet another juint venture with another body, the Division wined forees with Grande Prairie®s Little Theatre
for the week-long presentation of the Broadway Musical - "Fiddler on the Root™.

Members of the college Music Class 2u6 were assigned laboratary work, some ot which was participation 1 one of
the collepe Community groups - Band, « horus or Orchestra.  Another part of their lab. work was assisting the Manager in
the preparatinns for and the actual staging of the various concerts sponsored by or pertormed by the Division.

The fust concert of the year was given by the U. of A. cloncert Band, conducted by Dr, John Hus.  Brght days and
ane snowiall later (not to mention 40 decrees colder) "MMessiah™ was performued betore a4 capacity audience in the Com-
posite High school Auditorium. This was presented by the ¢ horus and Orchestra. The Band had their concertin January .
All three groups participated n the vnd-of-season concert in May.

As has already been said, the Provineial Government's Department of Culwmre, Youth aud Recreatian has wurked
closely with the Division m several of the yeac's projects.  Une was the Visiting Conservatory.  The greatest tvalvemernt
was in “Fane Arts Week®, where, In addition 1o sending the Goliard Brass Quintet, the Department aiso supplicd the con-
ductors for the two Honors Bands:- 2obert ook (Supervisor of Music) and Robert Henermani (Assistant supervizor of Wusic).
As a ‘quid pro quo' arrangement, the Culmral Development Branch "bocrowed® Sydney Larter for five weeks Lo the summer
to be Business Manager of the Provinelal Music Workshops in Camrose - workshops attended by no less than U1 stedents
from the Grande Prairie area. Other visttors tor "Fine Arts Week” were Lawrence Heuse, trumpet clivlcianand solast,
from the U, of Saskatchewan; Kenneth Neilsen, choral clinician, from the U. of Calgarys the U. ot AL strihg thoartet
the tdmonton Centennial Singers, conductor - Garth Worthingtoni and local musicians John (French Hor) aud « ynthia
{Piano) Hancock .

The most commercially successtul venture was, without question, "Fiddler on the Hool”, which involved vyer 1nu
purticipants and played on five uights to nearly <, 000 people.

The year ended with Rirecter, Gerald Nelson, planning a Conservatory of Music as the major progect tar 107273,


















