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The provincial government will begin accepting applications next week for the second round of its Innovation Voucher Pilot Program, but four Grande Prairie companies are still working with vouchers they received in the first round. 

In April, 179 companies across Alberta were awarded vouchers totalling more than $5 million. Four of those companies were from Grande Prairie, and they received a $10,000 or a $50,000 voucher that would cover 75% of eligible project costs. 

Steven Cameron, of CritiCare Emergency Response, received a $10,000 voucher that he will use to build a new type of ambulance for the oil and gas industry that incorporates the three approved emergency vehicles under Alberta’s Occupational Health & Safety regulations: An emergency transport vehicle, an industrial ambulance, and a medical treatment centre. 

“What I’ve done is taken them all and engineered them into one design. So I have a capsule that goes onto the back of a small vehicle, which is about half the size of the vehicles that are currently being used,” Cameron said. “The vehicle that we’re putting it on (a Daihatsu) we’ve modified and allows us to go into very rugged terrain.” 

The vehicle modifications include incorporating a system where tracks can be put on or the truck can use all-terrain vehicle (ATV) tires. 

The $10,000 voucher will cover about half of the engineering costs, and along with the help of engineer David Lario of Rees NDT, Cameron said he hopes to build the vehicle sometime in the new year after applying for more funds through the second round of the innovation voucher program. 

“The engineering and the blueprints will be done by … somewhere in the first week of November,” he said. 

HermitWorks Entertainment Corp., a software company that creates character-driven games for PCs, Macs, and iPhones, received a $50,000 voucher to improve its production systems in order to cut costs. 

We’ve got a plan scoped out where we can reduce our costs, basically a new processing method for our video game characters so we can really produce high-quality characters for a lot less,” explained owner Cameron Tofer. 

Tofer, 31, said the money would be used to hire consultants to lend their expertise in building the new production methods. One consultant out of Edmonton has already been selected, and he said he’s looking at hiring two more. 

He said he doesn’t know if he will be applying for the second round of the voucher program.

This is really going to fit our needs at the moment, so I haven’t made a decision on that yet,” he said. 

Richard VanderZee, of On-Track Supplies and Equipment, which provides parts and service for the oil and gas industry, construction, mining and forestry, received a $10,000 voucher. He said he would use it to acquire intellectual property rights on a surface protection pad that protects floors and asphalt roadways from heavy steel-type track machinery, and vice-versa. 

“Davco Solutions is doing the prototype building and the IP drawings for us, and so we’ve basically got to the point now where we’re ready to send it to Doug Thompson, a patent lawyer in Edmonton, and he’s in the process of doing a patent search for us so we can begin the patent pending process,” VanderZee said. 

He said the Centre for Research & Innovation (CRI) has organized a market study for them, he’s hoping to the prototype finished in the next few months. VanderZee added that he would be “definitely” putting in an application for a $50,000 voucher in the second round. 

Endeavour Equipment Inc. received a $50,000 voucher to help develop a new-model Slice-Saw with a sealed lubricating system to eliminate environmental contamination from oil, which is injected to flush contaminants from the bearing system. 

Adam Corfe said manufacturing of the saw would begin by early November. 

“The guys are just finishing up the engineering design of it, of the next model, and then we’ll be starting to begin the manufacturing process here probably in the next couple of weeks,” he said, adding that the project is on schedule. 

“We want to take our time with it because we want to make sure that we get everything engineered properly and get it right.” 

The provincial government is accepting applications for the second round from Oct. 26 to Nov. 20, and Corfe said he would be one of the business owners applying again. 

“We’ve had good success with the first round so far, so if we can apply for it and get lucky again, we’ll just take advantage.” 

Cameron said he never would have received the voucher without the help of the CRI. 

“The CRI has been very instrumental in helping me, because really I was just a guy with an idea,” he said. 

CRI executive director Bruce Rutley said the organization is ready to help those companies seeking funds through the voucher program. 

“If that worked the first time, we’ll continue with essentially the same process the second time, help people and prepare their application and then work with them once they’ve received their voucher,” he said, noting that companies that received a voucher the first time, cannot receive a voucher of the same amount for the second round. 

VanderZee said he hopes to see more local companies take advantage of the program. 

“One of the important things, too…is to highlight the fact that the Peace Country has a lot of people with good ideas, they just need the tools which the CRI and the government innovation programs allows people to take their ideas from paper to reality.” 

For more information on the program, visit www.technology. gov.ab.ca 
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