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Adam Corfe, co-owner of Endeavour Equipment Inc., received $50,000 in the first round of the Alberta Innovation Voucher Program. 

Remo Zaccagna
	


Adam Corfe said it was a call he wasn’t expecting, but one he certainly appreciated. 

Last week, Corfe, who co-founded Endeavour Equipment Inc. with his father, Phil, was notified that his company was one of 179 recipients across the province of innovation vouchers totaling more than $5 million in the first round of Alberta’s Innovation Voucher Program. 

Six companies in the Peace Country received vouchers of $10,000 or $50,000. 

Corfe’s company, which manufactures, sells, and supports equipment for the forestry, transport, and oilfield industries, received a $50,000 voucher. He said he would use the funds to move ahead with new technology he and his father are developing – a cutting saw for the forestry industry. 

“It’s going to let us get the help that we need to really develop this project, basically, and to get the people that we need to really take it from the concept that we’ve developed to the actual product that we can test and put a prototype in the field,” Corfe said. 

A prototype has yet to be built, but Corfe, 25, said the new technology, borne out of a need to find new markets as old ones dry up due to the recession. It “bridges the gap between reduced maintenance and reliability, along with lightweights and easy adaptability” and will allow forestry companies to cut through biomass.

This system allows contractors to process the biomass material a lot better than any other system out there right now at this point,” he said. 

Richard Vanderzee, owner of On-Track Supplies & Equipment, received a $10,000 voucher and will use it to develop an invention that Vanderzee first began designing in 1990 and picked up again about a year and a half ago. 

He would not go into details on the invention, only to say that it is “an attachment for heavy equipment.” He said he would not divulge any information until the prototype is patented, which will now become easier because of the voucher. 

“Part of this innovation voucher is going to go towards intellectual property rights,” he said, adding that he will submit applications for vouchers in subsequent rounds of the program. 

Vanderzee first heard about the program through Janet Plante, president of Davco Solutions Inc., and he said he has entered into talks with Davco about developing his invention. 

“The next step is, I’m kind of working in partnership with Davco for the research side of things. So, basically what I’m doing with them is I’m going to get them to help me draw up the design so that I can get the patent done,” he said. “And I’ve been in talks with Davco about them manufacturing the product.” 

Alberta devised the program as a way to spur innovation in various industries, and help pave the way to the province’s “next generation economy.” The province awarded 93 vouchers of $10,000 and 86 vouchers of $50,000 to companies in various sectors, including biotechnology, health, energy, and environmental technologies, and information and communications technology. 

“I believe that the innovation voucher program is one of the best things that has been released in the last few years to help inventors and entrepreneurs getting their products into the market place,” said Bruce Rutley, director of the Grande Prairie College-affiliated Centre for Research & Innovation. 

“It helps companies because it provides them with the funds that they need to solve particular problems or to do market studies, and it helps the service providers, like us at the GPRC, specifically the CRI, to (give) these entrepreneurs the service that they come to us for,” Rutley said. 

“It’s a win-win situation from our perspective.” 

Rutley said a program of this nature is vital to transforming the province’s economy from one dependent solely on a select few industries. 

“The oil and gas industry is suffering from low commodity prices, and the forestry industry is challenged right now, so the development of alternate forms of the economy is something that is really important and this helps to make that happen,” he said. 

The other Peace Country companies receiving vouchers are 1387054 Alberta Ltd. o/a CritiCare Emergency Response ($10,000), HermitWorks Entertainment Corporation ($50,000) – both from Grande Prairie – and Free Wing Industries Ltd. in Valleyview ($50,000) and NordicPac Ltd. ($50,000) in Peace River. 

“It’s just nice to hear that these companies will have access to these funds and to be able to take the next step with their technology,” Corfe said. 
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