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The Centre for Research and Innovation at Grande Prairie Regional College has its first director after nearly 18 months in existence. 

Bruce Rutley was named to the position on an interim basis to help establish the CRI in the area. 

“You’re going to see some really good things happen in the region related to innovation,” Rutley said. 

“We have a very innovative group of people in the region and we’re dedicated to helping more and more people embrace innovation and strengthen that next generation component of the economy.” 

Rutley is no stranger to the Peace region. He lived here for 20 years, making a name for himself in the research and innovation community. He was heavily involved in the development and operation of the Innovation Network in Fairview and served as its founding executive director. He also worked for Fairview-based Boreal R&D, which specializes in research and development services. He has operated Rutley Ventures Ltd. in Victoria since 2005. 

“It’s great to be back in the Peace Country working with people who are interested in making things happen,” he said.

I’ve drank the waters of the Peace years ago and it keeps bringing me back, and I’m just really pleased to be here and to see how this idea that’s 10 years old has emerged into the Centre for Research and Innovation.” 

Rutley has come on during a busy time for the CRI. The centre will be holding a steering meeting Tuesday and he’ll be leaving to meet with other leaders in research and innovation from around the province, Oct. 6-8. 

“It’s in the door full speed ahead,” Rutley said. 

CRI will also be holding a special workshop during Small Business Week. 

“October 22 will be Innovation Day,” he said. 

“We’re going to have a two-part event that day. We’re going to do some additional training with innovation ambassadors that day and also we have an IP (Intellectual Property) workshop.” 

