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Innovation Week 2009  

ñCelebrating Innovation In The Peaceò 
   October 19-22 is Innovation Week 
2009 in Grande Prairie. This year the  
ǘƘŜƳŜ ƛǎ ά/ŜƭŜōǊŀǘƛƴƎ LƴƴƻǾŀǘƛƻƴ ƛƴ 
ǘƘŜ tŜŀŎŜέ ŀƴŘ ǿƛƭƭ ŦŜŀǘǳǊŜ ŦƻǳǊ 
days of workshops, forums and even 
an Innovation Awards Feast to 
honor the outstanding achieve-
ments of Peace Region innovators. 

   The celebrations kick off  Monday, 
October 19th at Centre 2000 where 
the CRI will be sponsoring the 
Grande Prairie Chamber of Com-
merce Small Business Week Pancake 
Breakfast. Following the breakfast, 
the fun moves to the Al Robertson 
Room where our first workshop will 
cover what innovators need to 
know to move from idea to imple-
mentation.  

   Tuesday the 20th, will feature two 
marketing workshops covering eve-
rything from the importance of re-
search,  to the nitty-gritty of adver-
tising.   

   Wednesday, we move to the 
newly unveiled Montrose Cultural 
Centre where Federal and Provincial 
Government Agencies, along with 
the Centre for Research & Innova-
tion, will  explain what they have to 
offer innovators in the Peace region. 
The afternoon will feature local        
   entrepreneurs 
    with  

overviews of their present projects. 
Plus, Tom Droog, former owner of  
Spitz Sunflower Seeds and Jay Drew 
owner of United Lock-.ƭƻŎƪϰ [ǘŘΦΣ 
who will share their success stories 
and then field questions at their 
one-on-one breakout sessions. The 
day wraps-up with the Innovation 
Awards Feast in the Teresa Sargent 
Hall.  

    Thursday, October 22nd, we re-
turn to Centre 2000 for Lawyer 
5ƻǳƎ ¢ƘƻƳǇǎƻƴΩǎ ǿƻǊƪǎƘƻǇ ƻƴ Ǉŀǘπ
ents and intellectual property which 
will bring the celebrations to a close.   

   LǘΩǎ ŦƻǳǊ Řŀȅǎ ƻŦ Ŧǳƴ ŀƴŘ ƭŜŀǊƴƛƴƎ 
for anyone with an inventive spirit 
no matter what level of innovation 
your idea is at. For further informa-
tion, or to register your attendance,  
please contact the Centre for Re-
search & Innovation (CRI) at 780-
539-2807, toll free at 1-877-539-
2808 or email info@TheCRI.ca . The 
workshops are no charge and 
lunches are provided. (More on Pg2) 

Upcoming Events 
Gathering Market Information for 

New Product Introductions  
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    September 23, Grande Prairie Re-
gional College President, Don Gna-
tiuk, presented his College Address 
to  staff and students. His speech 
covered a variety of topics but re-
ǘǳǊƴŜŘ ƴǳƳŜǊƻǳǎ ǘƛƳŜǎ ǘƻ Dtw/Ωǎ 
mandate for research and innova-
tion.  

   Dƴŀǘƛǳƪ ŎƻƴŦƛǊƳŜŘ ǘƘŀǘΣ ά¢ƘǊƻǳƎƘ 
the Centre for Research & Innova-
tion, we are actively working to ful-
fill our Advanced Education and 
Technology Mandate to expand our 
engagement in Applied Research 
and to involve our students in this 
ǊŜǎŜŀǊŎƘ ǿƘŜƴŜǾŜǊ ǇƻǎǎƛōƭŜΦέ 

   He also acknowledged that as the 
college works towards becoming 
degree granting, through meeting 
the Campus Alberta Quality Council 
ǊŜǉǳƛǊŜƳŜƴǘǎΣ Ψŀ ǊŜŎƻǊŘ ƻŦ ŀǇǇƭƛŜŘ 
research becomes more and more 
ŀŘǾŀƴǘŀƎŜƻǳǎΦΩ  

   άhǳǊ ƴŜǿ ƳŀƴŘŀǘŜ ǇǊƻǾƛŘŜǎ ŀ 
great opportunity and benefit for 
our faculty and students, and it is 
our responsibility to maximize that 
opportunity for greatest possible 
ōŜƴŜŦƛǘΣέ ǎŀȅǎ DƴŀǘƛǳƪΦ 

    A positive address that described 
a positive future for GPRC and for 
the Centre for Research and Innova-
tion.  

   ά¢ƘŜ ƴŜŜŘ ǘƻ ƳƻǾŜ ŦƻǊǿŀǊŘ ƛƴǘƻ 
ǘƘŜ ŦǳǘǳǊŜ Ƙŀǎ ƴŜǾŜǊ ōŜŜƴ ƎǊŜŀǘŜǊΣέ 
ǎŀȅǎ DƴŀǘƛǳƪΦ άLǘ ƛǎ ǘƛƳŜ ǘƻ ƭŜǘ Ǝƻ ƻŦ 
old habits and comfortable proc-
ŜǎǎŜǎ ŀƴŘ ƳƻǾŜ ŦƻǊǿŀǊŘΦέ  

Excerpts                     
from the College  
Address - presented by Don Gnatiuk, 

   President GPRC 

rugged  terrain mini trucks.     
Awarded a $10,000 Innovation 
Voucher for R&D services, work is 
currently underway with a Novem-
ber first target completion date. 

Cameron Tofer - Hermitworks En-
tertainment Corp., G.P., AB. HEC is 
ƴƻǿ ƻƴŜ ƻŦ !ƭōŜǊǘŀΩǎ ƭŜŀŘƛƴƎ ŘŜǾŜƭπ
opers of video games following the 
launch of their Space Trader series. 
During the development process, 
Cameron realized that he needed 
rapid prototype development that 
would enable him to create a image 
template to significantly reduce fu-
ture production time. He filed his 
request and was awarded a $50,000 
Innovation Voucher for that pur-
pose. 

Richard VanderZee - On-Track Sup-
plies & Equipment Ltd., G.P., AB. 
Richard understands that heavy 
steel tracked equipment causes 
damage to common surfaces. Rich-
ŀǊŘΩǎ ǇǊƻǇƻǎŜŘ ǎƻƭǳǘƛƻƴ ƛǎ ŀ ƭƛƎƘǘ 
weight shoe that quickly and easily 
ŀǘǘŀŎƘŜǎ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ŜǉǳƛǇƳŜƴǘΩǎ ƛƴŘƛǾƛŘπ
ǳŀƭ άǘǊŀŎƪ ǎƘƻŜǎέΦ ! ϷмлΣллл LƴƴƻǾŀπ
tion Voucher is being in used to 
complete his prototype. 

Julie Boucher - NordicPac Ltd., 
Nampa, AB. NordicPac saw an op-
portunity to create a value added 
product from their dimensional lum-
ber products. Their vision ς to cre-
ate glue laminated beams for easy 
assembled timber frame construc-
tion buildings. With their $50,000 
Innovation Voucher, the CRI is work-
ing with NordicPac to complete a 
set of building prototypes 

¢ƘŜ /wLΩǎ LƴƴƻǾŀǘƛƻƴ !ǿŀǊŘǎ CŜŀǎǘ 
will honour Peace Region Innovators 
and their achievements. These are 
the six entrepreneurs who have 
been awarded Innovation Vouchers 
to assist with their projects.  

Bill Wilt - Free Wing Industries, Val-
leyview, AB. Bill has conceived a 
more efficient way to apply herbi-
cides to pastures ς specifically for 
the more rugged Community Pas-
ture application.  He calls his ground 
ōŀǎŜŘ άōƻƻƳ ǘȅǇŜέ ƛƴǾŜƴǘƛƻƴΣ ǘƘŜ 
Rugged Terrain Herbicide Applicator 
for Range & Pasture. This past Feb-
ruary, Bill received a $50,000 Inno-
vation Voucher to conduct further 
developments of his prototype.  

Adam & Phil Corfe - Endeavour 
Equipment Inc, GP., AB. Endeavor 
Equipment has developed a new 
Forestry Saw Unit. Two production 
units have been built, sold and in-
stalled on Caterpillar machines in 
Washington State. While a third is 
Heli-Harvesting on Vancouver Is-
land. However, Endeavor was look-
ƛƴƎ ǘƻ ƛƳǇǊƻǾŜ ǘƘŜ ǳƴƛǘΩǎ ŜƴǾƛǊƻƴπ
mental impact and in May they re-
ceived a $50,000 Innovation 
Voucher for further development of 
their Saw.   

Steve Cameron - CritiCare Emer-
gency Response, G.P., AB. Realizing 
that many remote worksites are 
both dangerous and hard to evacu-
ate in the event of an industrial     
accident, Steve developed a fully 
equipped Emergency Conveyance 
  Vehicle (ECV)  
      mounted on  
     
     

An Evening  
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 Presented by the Peace Region Economic Development 
Alliance (PREDA), International Business Speaker, Don-
ald Cooper, wowed  the Holiday Inn on September 21st 
as he informed and entertained a full house with his 
ά¢ǊŀƴǎŦƻǊƳŀǘƛƻƴŀƭ hƴŜ 5ŀȅ aŀƴŀƎŜƳŜƴǘ ²ƻǊƪǎƘƻǇέΦ 
Cooper touted the need for businesses to add more 
ǾŀƭǳŜ ǘƻ ǘƘŜƛǊ ŎǳǎǘƻƳŜǊΩǎ ƭƛǾŜǎ ŀƴŘ ǇǊƻƳƛǎŜŘ ǘƘŀǘ ǿƘŜƴ 
they achieved this goal, it would bring more dollars to 
ǘƘŜƛǊ ōƻǘǘƻƳ ƭƛƴŜΦ ! ǎƛƳǇƭŜ ǘƘŜƳŜΣ ΨōŜ ŜȄǘǊŀƻǊŘƛƴŀǊȅ ƻǊ 
ōŜ ŜƭƛƳƛƴŀǘŜŘΩ ǿŀǎ ǘǊŀƴǎƭŀǘŜŘ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ ƘǳƳƻǊƻǳǎ ŀƴŜŎπ
dotes and an excellent presentation style always bring-
ing his audience back to the solution; create compelling 

The CRI Expands To Peace River 

   On September 21, 2009, The Centre for Research & 
Innovation expanded to include a branch office in down-
town Peace River. Partnering with Community Futures, 
the  new office is located in their building at 9816 - 98 
Avenue, and will be manned by CRI adjunct staff mem-
ber, Berry Heinen. Open every Monday from 10 am - 2 
pm, this new location will allow the CRI to more conven-
iently assist innovators in the Mighty Peace Region.  

   Presently, the Peace Country accounts for 40 per cent 
of the patent requests for Alberta - this from an area 
with just five per cent of the provincial population. To 
support this entrepreneurial spirit, the Centre for Re-
search & Innovation was formed through the collabora-
tion of PREDA (Peace Region Economic Development 
Alliance) and Grande Prairie Regional College, with sub-
ǎǘŀƴǘƛŀƭ ŦǳƴŘƛƴƎ ŦǊƻƳ w!5C όwǳǊŀƭ !ƭōŜǊǘŀΩǎ 5ŜǾŜƭƻǇπ
ƳŜƴǘ CǳƴŘύΦ ¢ƘŜ /wLΩǎ ƳŀƴŘŀǘŜ ƛǎ ǘƻ ŀǎǎƛǎǘ ƛƴǾŜƴǘƻǊǎ ŀƴŘ 
entrepreneurs to learn what it takes to develop new 
products and ideas for the marketplace by connecting 
them with scientists, researchers, mentors and inves-
tors. One location where; Your Idea + Our Network = 
Progress. The opening of a Peace River branch office will 
make this process more convenient to a substantial 
number of area innovators and entrepreneurs.  

   If you are a Peace River and area inventor with an idea 
ƻǊ ŀ ǇǊƻǘƻǘȅǇŜ ȅƻǳΩŘ ƭƛƪŜ ǘƻ ǘŀƪŜ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ƴŜȄǘ ƭŜǾŜƭΣ ǇƭŜŀǎŜ 
feel free to book an appointment with the Centre for 
Research & Innovation (CRI) in Peace River by calling toll 
free 1-877-539-2808 or email info@TheCRI.ca .   

customer value and world-class operating efficiency 
plus, be focused, innovative and proactive.  

ά²Ŝ ŀǊŜ ŀƭƭ ƘǳƳŀƴ ōŜƛƴƎǎ ǎŜƭƭƛƴƎ ǎƻƳŜǘƘƛƴƎ ǘƻ ƻǘƘŜǊ Ƙǳπ
Ƴŀƴ ōŜƛƴƎǎΣέ ǎŀȅǎ /ƻƻǇŜǊΦ Iƻǿ ŘŀƳƴ ŎƻƳǇƭƛŎŀǘŜŘ 
ǎƘƻǳƭŘ ǘƘŀǘ ŀŎǘǳŀƭƭȅ ōŜΚέ 

Although they were given a lot of information in a very 
short time, everyone in attendance walked away with a 
ōƛƴŘŜǊ Ŧǳƭƭ ƻŦ ά/ƻƻǇŜǊ YŜŜǇŜǊǎέ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜȅ ŎƻǳƭŘ ǿƻǊƪ ƻƴΣ 
review and apply to their own situations.  

More workshops on market research and competitive 
intelligence coming soon. 

Donald Cooper Workshop Very Well Received 


