CRI celebrates success, recognition from RADF
AARON HINKS Herald-Tribune staff
[bookmark: _GoBack]May 6, 2011
The Rural Alberta Development Fund has selected the Grande Prairie-based Centre for Research and Innovation's progress as a feature case study for its website. 
MP Chris Warkentin, Mayor Bill Given, Grande Prairie Regional College President/CEO Don Gnatiuk, CRI clients, staff and associates will celebrate their achievements at the Al Robertson Room in Centre 2000 between 4-5 p.m.
In 2008, RADF gave $3.4 million to create CRI. 
The CRI's mission statement is to serve as a resource centre for innovators. It connects entrepreneurs and inventors with scientists, researchers, investors and mentors to help deal with the initial stages of business development and encourage additional innovation.
"Our celebration is to recognize what we have been able to do with the RADF funding. We have accomplished a lot in terms of assisting researchers and innovators in the north," said GPRC Vice-President Academics and Research Susan Bansgrove. 
"This is a very exciting day for us, we get to thank our innovators and researchers," she said.
Last year, Alberta had more patent applications than any other province. The Peace Country contributed to 40% of Alberta's patents. 
Grande Prairie was named Canada's top entrepreneurial city in 2010 from the Canadian Federation of Independent Businesses.
"We've got over 200 clients in terms of innovation, most of them are from our region but some are from Edmonton," Bansgrove said. 
"We've helped bring 17 products to commercialization and we're assisting with 17 prototypes."
"A lot of CRI's success recognition should go to the executive director, Dr. Bruce Rutley," Bansgrove noted. 
"He has been instrumental in every stage in the CRI growth and development."
Rutley commented on CRI's success saying, "New businesses are being developed and existing business are hiring new employees. The CRI has attracted over $5 million in revenue – almost all of which has been expended at home, in the Peace Country."
The CRI plans to expand its variety of service to innovators and to see growth within its applied research department.
Manager of CRI Innovation Services, Chris Laue, said he has learned a lot from the program.
"After I started working here it became abundantly clear that a lot of innovators don't have the time to resource and focus on exactly what they need to get their product ahead," said Laue. 
"The best thing CRI does is help these companies and innovators get their product ahead."

