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When the temperature dips below -30C, as it has this week, being energy efficient can often make a difference to a company's bottom line.
Which is why it's imperative that businesses learn how to create an effective energy management plan, said Janet Plante, a productivity liaison officer with Peace Region Economic Development Alliance (PREDA).
PREDA and Productivity Alberta have partnered to host an industrial energy workshop in Grande Prairie on Friday, featuring an expert from Natural Resources Canada explaining how owners can create and implement the plan.
It follows a similar workshop in November.
"The one in November was just how to spot the energy savings; this one is let's put together a management plan," Plante said.
Industrial business owners will learn various skills and competencies including spreading awareness among employees, collecting and analyzing energy use data, spotting low-cost opportunities, and changing operational and maintenance practices.
"I think we're pretty focused on energy up here and the cost of energy," Plante said. "What we sometimes don't realize is that a portion of it is distribution. We have no control over that, but there is a big portion that we do have control over and we really need to be focused on what we can do there to manage it."
Becoming energy efficient need not be an arduous task, and can be relatively simply, such as planning to change motors out to high-efficiency units or installing new lighting.
"And it can be as easy as fixing a compressor air line, or changing the light bulb – that kind of thing," Plante explained. 
"That translates into how can we use what we have now to get more out or use less to get more out and energy is a part of that."
Business owners should not be afraid of the initial costs associated with becoming more energy efficient, because the workshop will teach them how to create a long-term vision, Plante said.
"It's about planning for those things down the road and not just coming out and spending a whole bunch of money right now," she said.
The workshop takes place Friday at the Holiday Inn from 7:30 a.m. to 2 p.m., and the $69 fee includes breakfast, lunch, and all workshop materials.
Plante said 10 people have signed up so far, and they can – and are expecting – to accommodate as many as 30.
"They put these workshops out in Edmonton, Calgary and Red Deer, and they typically say 'if we can get 30 people, that's great'," she said. "And if you consider the population of Grande Prairie compared to Edmonton and Calgary, we actually have more people participating."
[bookmark: _GoBack]For more information on how to register for the workshop, call 780-427-6648 or visit www.productivityalberta.ca.
