New concept showcased for centennial
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Roger Garriock, director of Destination ImagiNation was the keynote speaker at the Grande Prairie Public School District's 100 Anniversary event on Wednesday evening at Maude Clifford Elementary School. A number of dignitaries were in attendance including Peace River MP Chris Warkentin, MLA Mel Knight, and Mayor Bill Given.

	


More than 100 people gathered at Maude Clifford school Wednesday evening for a presentation marking the 100th anniversary of the Grande Prairie Public School District.
Parents, teachers, administrators, and board members from all three area school systems attended, along with city councillors, Mayor Bill Given, and Member of Parliament Chris Warkentin.
The keynote speaker was Roger Garriock, director of Destination ImagiNation Canada, who spoke of educational concerns for the future. After a 32-year career with IBM's headquarters in Toronto, for the last nine years Garriock has helped to spread DestiNation Imagination's creative problem-solving team programs to schools across Canada. 
In the next year nearly 50 teams of local students will take part in the non-profit organization's program. After working with the public school district, Garriock foresees necessary changes in curriculum that entail less of an emphasis on memorizing content and more focus put into developing creative thinking skills.
"They've got to look for opportunities for kids to practise their creativity skills, and their teamwork skills," said Garriock following his address Wednesday. 
"IBM last October interviewed 1,500 CEOs from around the world and said 'If you could pick one skill, what is the most important skill that you're going to need to be successful in this new 21st century economy,' it was creativity. It wasn't an MBA from Harvard.
"You've got to be creative, willing to adapt. These are the new skills that kids need, not grade point averages."
The prevalence of the Internet has made information readily available to students, and Garriock believes schools need to adapt to this trend by emphasizing memorization less.
"We're asking kids to memorize all kinds of history and stuff, and it's important to understand that, but for anything they want, they'll just Google it," he said. 
"We spend so much time focussed on teaching them content, when literally it's at their fingertips."
"Although we might think we're in a good position now, we have to start reinventing and doing things differently," said school board trustee Paulette Kurylo.
Assistant superintendent Lance Therrien stressed the importance of Grande Prairie's adapting to mobile technology to keep up with tomorrow's changes.
"We have wireless access points in all our schools now," he said. "It's just a matter of time before students start bringing handheld devices regularly, and that's everyday from start to finish how they're going to be learning."
Garriock spoke of the rapid developments in China's education system, indicating a need for local school districts to keep up to speed in the information age. 
Therrien visited schools in China last fall in the interest of the public school district developing a partnership with schools in the Asian country. 
"Having recently been to China and having visited several schools there, all of the things he talked about in terms of hearing footsteps resonate with me because they're a growing concern," he said. "I think they're going to be challenging us in terms of the top student achievement standings in the world very, very soon."
Gonnet remembered
A driving force behind partnerships with districts in China and Finland was the late superintendent, Chris Gonnet, who died Jan. 10.
"Chris, he was a visionary," Garriock said. "He wanted to be leading technology and individualized learning, all of those things. He said 'I want to be the first out of the blocks,' and that is exactly what Canada needs."
The presentation also included a speech about the historical background of the district from Coun. Lorne Radbourne, who served the public district for 35 years as an elementary and junior high teacher, principal, and district superintendent.
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