College’s Fairview Campus future lies in niche
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The future of Grande Prairie Regional College's Fairview campus will, at least in part, rely on "niche programming."
Fairview has provided unique educational opportunities long before it was brought into the GPRC family in 2009, and continuing that is seen as important to the campus and also the Central Peace town.
It is a big part of the reason behind the interest GPRC took in Fairview two years ago.
Don Gnatiuk, GPRC president, said it is being seen the more people are needing the more niche opportunities.
"Non-mainstream types of programming, such as the unmanned aircraft, such as beekeeping and such as the specialty needs around agriculture and around environment ... so we are going to try and position Fairview to be able to do that," said Gnatiuk.
Fairview received its first unmanned vehicle, last week, furthering a partnership with the Canadian Centre for Unmanned Vehicle Systems and the Peace Region Economic Development Alliance (PREDA) signed late last year.
"Right now this is just in the infancy stages, but ultimately my wish is that we can be the ones to develop the technicians and the operators for (unmanned vehicles) down the way ... Fairview's got a history of can-do projects," said Marg McCuaig-Boyd, vice-president, Fairview campus.
Fairview campus, previously overseen by NAIT, will not shed the trades programming it has become known for anytime soon, said Gnatiuk.
"Fairview is going to continue to grow as a recognized trades facility in the province – we're the fourth-largest provider of trades in the province and we are going to continue to grow that model," he said.
"Trades programming responds to industry demand and need, so there is some fluctuation, but the economy is recovering and the demands are increasing quite rapidly," said Susan Bansgrove, vice-president academic for GPRC.
"Particularly in some areas, like power engineering, that demand is starting to increase."
McCuaig-Boyd agreed, Fairview campus "does a very good job" for trades training, but it is not the only thing an educational institution can rely on.
"They started out as an agricultural college and then in time they diversified into the trade training. Our key is we have to have the diversity and not just one type of training. When apprenticeship is down – which it is now – it's nice that we have these other courses," she said.
"I would like to see further niche programming. I think it offers incredible opportunities for us to expand programming and to further serve our region – which is our mandate. I'd also think there is potential for expansion in trades," said Bansgrove.
"I think there are lots of opportunities we haven't yet explored or haven't yet thought of."

