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Inspiration for new ideas can come anytime, from anywhere, and from unexpected places.

Dave Fenton, founder of Davco Solutions Inc., has no explanation for where the ideas came from for the myriad products he has invented over the last 40 years.

"Usually I can see the finished thing in my mind, you know. So then you just try to make it work," he said.

Fenton and others were recognized for their ingenuity and foresight at the third Innovation Awards lunch at the Holiday Inn on Friday. 

"Too often we don't take the time to celebrate success and today we took the time to recognize a number of successful innovators," said Bruce Rutley, executive director of the Centre for Research and Innovation, which organized the awards lunch.

"(They are) to be recognized for their entrepreneurial spirit, their inventiveness, and their can-do attitude," he added. "People were saying today 'let's get the job done; let's make things happen'. And it's that can-do attitude that is so alive and well here in the Grande Prairie region."

Reg Isley, owner of Isley Equipment Ltd. and no slouch when it comes to inventiveness, presented Fenton with the Lifetime Achievement Award.

"I'm somewhat overwhelmed with all the support," Fenton said. "That's really something that award," he said.

"It was a bit of a shock. This has been 40 years of doing much the same thing."

He said his favourite invention was that of the Twin-Cut Sawmill, a fully-automated, mobile mill that can be attached to the back of a truck.
It was designed and later patented in 2003 with his friend, Les Oilund, and for which they received a national design award in 2008.

"It's a real wonderful piece of equipment. It's fairly complicated, it's fairly large, and it's a good project. We had a lot of fun," Fenton said.

Paul Dagesse also knows something about gaining inspiration from unexpected places.

Several years ago Dagesse tripped over a step stool and became aware of its honeycomb design, which became the inspiration for his polyurethane, foam-filled, honeycomb panels known as Rhinokore.

Today Dagesse runs Rhinokore Composites Ltd. and creates floating docks, rig mats, boats and more all because of the misstep.

He was presented with an Outstanding Peace Region Innovation award.

"It's a humbling experience, I never thought that this type of invention would lead to this, but I'm here today and it's great," he said.

"I knew I could produce a heavy-duty mat but I needed something with structural integrity. So when I tripped the stool over, at the bottom part of the stool there was a honeycomb structure and that's when I decided to incorporate it to manufacture the composite panels," Dagesse added.

"The light bulb came on. And it's worked extremely well. It's an invention that's working 10 times better than I even thought it would because the applications are worldwide and so the markets are huge."

Randy Galbreath, founder and owner of Stratus Pipeline, was also presented with an Outstanding Peace Region Innovation award.

Galbreath was inspired by Alberta Environment's Innovative Pipeline Strategies to design a process using smaller tools to reduce the environmental impact on land during pipeline construction. 

Friday's award was one of several Galbreath has received for his innovations, and it's something he hopes will get his products more exposure in the oil and gas industry.

"It's what people seem to look for when they want to recognize or use a product and the more recognition then maybe it's OK because it's hard to jump out and say 'we'll give it a try.' It's very difficult," he said.

Rutley said each recipient was chosen, not only because of their inventions, but because they represent the ingenuity and ambition that is pervasive in the Peace Country.

"(Galbreath) is changing the way that pipes are put in the ground, because he invented the tools to make that happen. That is huge and that is a wonderful contribution to the province," he said.

"(Dagesse's) contribution is the size and the number of products that he can develop with his process. And, as we indicated, he wants to be a $100 million company, and he will be $100 million company, I am certain of that."

Rutley said Fenton was an obvious choice for the lifetime achievement award.

"Dave's a legend. And it was talked about today about his ability to solve problems for clients. He's done amazing things over the years for his customers and his inventions have been, as you know, recognized today."

Even though now retired, Fenton is proof that an inventive mind never goes to rest. Last month, he fashioned a roof over a gazebo from an old satellite dish.

"I'm still finding things to do," he laughed.

"I wanted something to use that old dish for, so I finally found something it was good for."

At the awards lunch, the CRI also recognized the 11 recipients of Innovation Vouchers that used their services, including one from Edmonton, that were announced earlier this year.

The Innovation Voucher program helps small technology and knowledge-driven businesses in Alberta get their ideas and products to market faster. Companies can apply for vouchers worth $15,000 to $50,000 to be used with a service provider for business and technology development services. The aim of the program is to enhance the ability of small businesses operating in Alberta to be successful in the marketplace.
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