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They can be found virtually everywhere, in big and small cities, rural towns and villages, and everything in between.
And starting this morning, Small Business Week is celebrating what is commonly considered to be the economic engine of every community.
"It's a week of the year where we celebrate the accomplishments of mid- to small-sized businesses," said Dan Pearcy, CEO of the Grande Prairie & District Chamber of Commerce. 
"Approximately 75% of all businesses are made up of 10 or fewer employees and 54% of businesses in Alberta have less than five employees, so they are really the lifeblood to our community." 
It kicked off with the annual Proclamation Breakfast at Centre 2000, where Mayor Dwight Logan and County Reeve Everett McDonald launch Small Business Week.
The chamber was to announce nominees for the Small Business Excellence Awards, which will take place Friday at the Grande Prairie Inn.
Jeff Pain, a Canadian world champion and Olympic skeleton racer, will be the keynote speaker.
On Wednesday, the annual Women in Business Lunch will take place at the Holiday Inn from 11:45 a.m. to 1 p.m. with Lina Heath, president of Eveline Charles Salons, Spas, and Beauty MD, as the keynote speaker.
A trade expo is scheduled Thursday at the TEC Centre from 5 to 8 p.m. 
With the exception of the speakers, the format has been the same for the last number of years.
"It's a format that we've found has worked well for not inundating people with too much, but yet getting good attendance and good information out there," Pearcy said.
The Centre for Research and Innovation (CRI) is one of several partners with the chamber in staging the week-long festivities, along with Community Futures and the Business Development Bank of Canada.
The CRI will hold its annual Innovation Awards on Friday at noon.
But its annual Innovation Day has been pushed back to Oct. 27 to accommodate keynote speaker Dick Rutan, famous for co-piloting the Voyager aircraft with Jeana Yeager, on a non-stop around the world trip in 1986.
"We couldn't arrange for him to come until Oct. 27," said CRI director Bruce Rutley.
Rutan is expected to speak at length about his experience with Voyager, as well as his time in the U.S. Air Force, and various other adventures.
"He's one of the best innovation speakers going," Rutley said.
"I'm certain he's going to tell people that if you really want to accomplish something then stay focused and make it happen."
The Oct. 27 event will feature an Inventor's Workshop with speakers that will explain the various ins and outs to get a start-up off the ground. 
Following Rutan's speech at lunch, the CRI will host an Entrepreneur's Forum where the focus will be on being investment ready and getting your business prepared to meet potential investors.
"As a business owner there's always times when you need additional investments, whether that's an operating loan from the bank or whether that's a loan additional infrastructure or capital or it may be that you're wanting to take on a partner or if you're in a start-up you may need angel investment or venture capital," Rutley said.
And important aspect of that is being timely with looking for additional funding and not waiting until the last possible moment.
"A lot of times people wait until they're almost out of money before they go looking for their next round of money. And that's too late. You need to be looking sooner than that, because it takes a while to put things in place," Rutley said.
"It takes the panic out of running your business if you can be prepared."
Neither Rutley nor Pearcy said they were worried about today's municipal election deflecting attention from Small Business Week's events.
"We don't have anything running prior to the polls opening. We're actually on before the polls open (Proclamation Breakfast) and then things will be done by that night and then we don't run again until Wednesday. So there really shouldn't be any interference," Pearcy said. 
"Because the election will be over and our Innovation Awards are Friday, people will, for the most part, be done with the election. They've cast their ballots and we don't see that as detracting at all," Rutley said.
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