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Grande Prairie Regional College has been awarded $2.3 million in federal research funding over five years for an initiative that transforms pollutants to products.

The college was among 11 institutions that will receive funding from the Natural Science and Engineering Research Council, a national body that funds post-secondary research. 

The funding will provide for three projects: Studying carbon and pollutants captured by microalgae, growing poplar industrial fibre to help divert wastewater from waterways, and enhancing carbon sequestration capacity in a newly-established forest. 

GPRC researcher Weixing Tan started the project about a decade ago with support from more than 16 industry partners including Manning Diversified Forest Products, the Canadian Wood Fibre Centre, Weyerhaeuser, Canfor, Ainsworth, Conoco Phillips and the Peace Regional Economic Development Alliance (PREDA).

Tan, who is also an instructor in academic upgrading, said the research goes in the direction he sees society taking.

"When you look at what we're facing in terms of environmental challenges, eventually we will have to really ask ourselves clearly what type of future we're holding for ourselves and for our future generations," he said. 

"Sustainability would be the only way to go in our future both societal development, economic development and environmental development."

This funding will not only help society, but will also open research positions for college students and could even involve high school students, Tan added.

At the end of five years, he hopes the college will establish the first institution focused on this research concept which will co-ordinate efforts on the local, regional and national level.

Don Gnatiuk, president of GPRC, said the award will help students and it goes along with the college's goal to go green.

"It's excellent learning and a great opportunity for students to be front and centre in state-of-the-art research," he said. "But it also creates an awareness of the importance of environmental sciences in today's world."

The college will celebrate the grant announcement Nov. 9.
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