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A series of educational seminars will aim to compliment the array of agricultural activities when the 2010 Peace Country Classic Agri-Show opens at Evergreen Park Thursday. 

No less than five experts will speak on various topics at the three-day event. 

Bruce Rutley from the Centre for Research and Innovation (CRI), Steve Pernal, a research scientist and officer-in-charge at the Beaverlodge Research Farm, Jason Casselman from Cargill, Amber Havens, Green Certificate co-ordinator for the Peace Country, and a to-be-named equine presenter will all offer information seminars. 

"It will give people opportunities to speak to some of the experts in their fields and to listen to some of the current things that are happening," said Darwin Eckstrom, corporate liaison for Grande Prairie Regional College's Fairview campus and seminar coordinator.- 

"It partners with the presentation, with the Agri-Show's displays, but it goes in a little bit more of an academic direction. It gives them opportunities to look at different agricultural areas that they don't know and it will also have a focus on engaging school students." 

Rutley will discuss CRI's role and how it can benefit both the agricultural entrepreneurs and their communities. His speech is at 1 p.m. Thursday. 

Casselman will have a presentation entitled Looking Ahead Without Getting Behind, which is focused on using crop inputs wisely, Pernal will talk about the status of beekeeping in the region and Havens' will present information on the Green Certificate – an industry-driven agricultural training program. 

These three hour-long seminars, which consist of 30 minutes of speech followed by a question-and-answer period, will commence at 10 a.m. Friday, while an equine presentation will also take place Saturday. 

"I'll give a general overview of the program, so that would involve explaining the eight different specialties that are available to the students, as well as what their role is," Havens explained about the Green Certificate, where participants have to be at least 15 years old or in Grade 10. 

"I will just explain to them how everything works. It's an agriculture-themed show and we're going to have a lot of students coming through the doors." nkuhl@bowesnet.com
