Business in the country has its advantages 
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Fred Sr., Phil, Mike and Adam Corfe all bounce ideas off one another when working on various projects in their indvidual businesses. 
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Platforms for the gas drilling business and firepit campfire grills all have a place at Corfco Manufacturing. Housed in the country, this metal fabrication business is valuable for the neighbours who need a bit of welding done. 

Past the Webster Hall and 35 kilometres north of Grande Prairie and most oilpatch service companies, is where part of the Corfe family makes a home and business. 

"I moved to the Peace in the mid '80s. One brother is still in Burns Lake, B.C. When I saw the obvious wealth in Alberta at that time, my holiday trip turned into a decision to move here," said Mike Corfe. 

"Working at Davco Machines in Grande Prairie was a super place to start. They set me up in a four-week course at the college in Vermilion. I emerged as a journeyman welder. 

"I wondered about a trip to Vermilion at the time, since I thought they meant Fort Vermilion but soon learned that Alberta is a big province too," added Corfe. 

"Times have changed, for sure. Now Derek is in his first year at the Fairview Campus of Grande Prairie Regional College, right here in the Peace." 

Derek Moon, Mike's wife Nancy's son, appears to be growing right into the business. 

"When he finishes school, it would be great if he went to work away for awhile," agreed both Mike and Nancy. The parental pride in his skills is balanced by the knowledge that "experience in a different business would be good for him and us." 

"I think it would add depth, more ideas, seeing the world differently. All those are important to learn," said Nancy. 

"College is OK but there are pieces of equipment here, such as the 'brake' and the shear, that graduates may not know how to use. Pipe welding is one thing, but fabricating is another," said Derek while demonstrating the CNC (computer numeric control) machine. 

A bending brake, used properly, gets a nice bend in a piece of metal and a shear makes an accurate and straight cut.
When Corfe moved to the Peace he wasn't the only family member to make the trek. Brother Fred has a truck repair shop in Spirit River and another brother Phil is the brains behind an innovative saw for the forestry industry. 

"I'm proud that Mike knows how to look at something and then just build it," said Nancy. "In fact, the whole family think up things in their sleep. I don't know how they do it." 

Phil and his son Adam (you need a genealogy chart to connect the unofficial partner links in this fabricating family) run Endeavour Equipment. 

"Phil designed the saw blade with Lester Oilund. We needed to protect the intellectual property. A voucher from the Centre for Research & Innovation got us time with a dedicated patent lawyer," said Adam Corfe. 

How do all these relationships work? 

"We use one another on some projects," said Mike. "We bounce ideas around and share information on where to get supplies or some of the parts we want." 

Other businesses and neighbours are part of the support system for a successful business too. 

"When I have something rolling around in my head, I just phone Keith Withers and say we need to have lunch," said Mike. "Keith has great ideas on business, processes and generally gets me thinking straight." 

All facets of a business need care for success. 

"I rely on my bookkeeper and friend, Brenda Krahn to help me out of the maze of computer records," said Nancy 

Asked about what he's pleased with in the business, Mike said "I've been welding for so long that it's great to look about and see that I'm a success and that people of standing in other industries are passing my name on. That feels great." 

Nancy added, "Mike should also be proud of his improved his customer relations skills. Years ago he could barely talk to them. Now he works with buyers to make sure he understands their needs and they then trust him." 

"Corfco rigs all my trucks, about 25 so far. We knew he was a good welder before he set up shop on his own. We don't even bother looking at the national companies for adding fifth wheels, headache racks and the other equipment needed to make a truck right for us," said Keith Withers of Withers Trucking. 

"Mike has the computer programs and machines for the job, but Nancy is correct. I trust Mike to know what I want and then to do it right." 

"Having a rural business has advantages. The overhead in owning your land and shop is lower, as are taxes but it's harder for walk-in customers to find you," Mike chuckled. 

"Getting supplies is more costly because it's a trip to town and that takes time out of someone's day, but when the downturn came we sure thought we'd been smart being able to pay rent to ourselves rather than pay on a half empty shop in town," said Nancy. 

Corfe is mobile, as are many welders, because installations and maintenance often needs to be at the job site. 

"Where you start your trip doesn't make much difference and commuting to home with a walk across the yard has its good points too." 

Even the local snowmobile club wins when Mike and Nancy share time and expertise as part payment for the fun they receive from the club and members. 

"We take the truck with the welder and generator to the parking lot on occasion. It's nice to be needed and pretty easy to fix a break here or strengthen a bracket there," says Corfe. 

"And we love to snowmobile," said Nancy.
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