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The Grande Prairie Public School District is continuing to expand its gifted and talented programming by teaming up with the Grande Prairie Regional College's Centre for Research and Innovation.

The district introduced the program this school year, offering a number of challenge pull-in activities for students identified as gifted and talented in Grades 4 to 9. 

"It was very successful," said Supt. Chris Gonnet. "Many of those activities will continue and what was based on our feedback from what we heard from our parents and our students and teachers that participated they wanted to see more." 

Now the district will embark on Destination ImagiNation, a program which focuses on the 21st century learning skills, problem solving, creativity and working in groups. 

"It provides students with different sorts of challenges or problems that they have to work together with to come up with a solution to the activity," said Gonnet. "It really pulls together a diverse range of skills, aptitudes and abilities."

A new partnership with the GPRC Centre for Research and Innovation has made the expansion possible. Gonnet said the research-based centre will be a good fit with the students who are learning research skills. 

"With their support, we will have both their staff from the centre and they are putting forth some financial resources to help fund the program," said Gonnet. "It's a wonderful partnership. We're so thankful to the college and centre to support." 
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