NEWS RELEASE – Association for Rural Manufacturers to be formed in the 
	Peace Region


		For Immediate Release

January 24, 2010, Grande Prairie, AB :

"Metal Fabrication Survey Moving into Phase 2

Phase 1 was completed in April 2009. The survey collected baseline data from the metal manufacturers/fabricators in the region. The snapshot of the companies surveyed provides a sense of the depth and breadth of the industry in the region, and can be used to identify potential collaborators in: larger scale projects; supply chains, value chains and shared technologies; and the formation of an industry working group or network for the region. The survey results highlight a number of future initiatives to which PREDA and its partners may address in the upcoming year.  The most pressing being the suggestion that fabrication companies (1) increase their communications with each other and economic development groups and (2) work within some form of a network concept on issues and opportunities of mutual interest. "  November 2010, Peace River Economic Development Alliance (PREDA) Members’ Report.

PREDA has dedicated funds and has received additional funding from Alberta Agriculture and Rural Development Rural Community Adaptation Grant to move ahead with its Manufacturing Network Project.  This project, the formation and establishment of Peace Region Rural Manufacturers Association (PeRRMA), would provide leadership and resources to build upon the existing structure of PREDA innovation initiatives while enhancing the local and global competitiveness of rural manufacturers in the Peace Region of northwestern Alberta.  The Centre for Research & Innovation (CRI) will manage the project and Lloyd Sherk has been hired as project officer.  PeRRMA will give a group of rural businesses and rural community leaders an organization that will allow them to be proactive through networking principles to take advantage of new business and industry opportunities of mutual benefit, which in turn could lead to rural communities becoming more sustainable.  PeRRMA’s benefits fit within PREDA’s operating values, that being building on: a grass roots economy; marketing one’s competitive assets and advantages; facilitating collaboration; and embracing creativity and innovation.

For further information, or to indicate your interest in joining PeRRMA, please contact Lloyd Sherk at 780-814-2777 or email perrma@telus.net .
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