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Provincial move good for the Peace Country, says Rutley

REMO ZACCAGNA - Herald-Tribune staff
A realignment of provincially funded research and innovation organizations will pave the way for growth in the next generation economy and specifically benefit the Peace Country, says the director of the Centre for Research & Innovation.

As of Jan. 1, the provincial government officially consolidated 10 groups – including Alberta Ingenuity and the Alberta Research Council – into four agencies, along with an international advisory board, the Alberta Research and Innovation Authority.

The agencies will operate under the Alberta Innovates banner, and focus attention on seeking scientific solutions to various issues like energy and environment, health, and technology commercialization. 
“I believe this strengthens our ability to deliver research and innovation-related services throughout this region, and therefore, the province,” explained CRI director Bruce Rutley of Grande Prairie. 

The new system will include a Connector Service, a single portal where tose seeking information can readily access what they need. 

“Not only will we be more aligned, but we’re launching a new Connector Service to give researchers and entrepreneurs guidance to help them make the connection they need to succeed, right here in Alberta,” said Doug Horner, Minister of Advanced Education and Technology in a statement.

Rutley said the changes would mean a more streamlined system for both entrepreneurs and researchers. 

“One of the points that’s particularly important is that the reason that this revision has been undertaken is to strengthen the innovation structure, to make a stronger system,” he said. “And one of the ways in which it benefits us is that instead of having 20 points of entry, there are now four. And so it’s a more streamlined system.”

Additionally, the realignment would create better cohesion within the system, something Rutley said it was lacking in the past.
“There will be, I think, less cross purposes and more collaboration, a better understanding of what everyone else is doing within the system. That’s an exciting improvement,” he said.

“The other aspect of it is, what is really playing out, is the importance of regional centres as part of the system. And so, for us, as the CRI and here in the Peace Country, is the regional entities are becoming a very important part of the total provincial system. And so from that perspective, this realignment is a real benefit to us in the regions.”
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