Huge auction to mark official opening of Ritchie Bros. facility next week 
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Paul Tacorian shows Andrezej Podolski of Janina s Jewellers an award for being the top seller of the Tacori brand in North America. 
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Next week, Ritchie Bros. Auctioneers will be inaugurating its new Grande Prairie auction house with a two-day, multi-million-dollar unreserved public equipment sale. 

The site's grand opening and auction will take place Nov. 24 and 25. 

The new 60-acre site, located at Range Road 51 and Highway 43 east of the Four-Mile Corner, is nearly double the size of its previous location. At 39,923-square feet, it is also the second-largest of the 39 Ritchie Bros. sites around the world. 

It comes with an indoor 800-seat auction theatre, and a 900-vehicle parking lot. The Vancouver-based company set up shop in Grande Prairie in 2002 and has held 50 auctions here since. 

"It's a great city for us, it's a great community. We've always held large auctions there, we get a great turnout; when we hold an auction the bidders come," said company spokesman Kim Schulz from Burnaby. 

"What happened is we kind of had run out of space at the old location, so you get to the point where you're turning equipment away, you can't hold as large an auction as you want to. So it's nice to be able to have this great new facility." 

The two-day auction will feature agricultural equipment, articulated dump trucks, crawler tractors, and oilfield transportation equipment. In addition, there will be 24 rock trucks, including 15 late-model, low-hour Caterpillar 777Ds, Cat 773Bs and Cat 773Ds and two 2002 Komatsu HD785-5s. 

It will be the largest grouping of 777D rock trucks the company has ever sold in North America, Schulz said. 

"There's something for everyone, really. There's a lot of mining equipment, which is very unique to our sale. You don't see that kind of stuff sold in your neighbourhood too often," she said. 

TOPS IN TACORI

Last year, Janina's Jewellers in Grande Prairie sold more items of Tacori brand jewellry than any other retailer in North America, beating out stores in places such as Atlanta, New York and Minneapolis as well as 450 others. 

Paul Tacorian, senior vice-president, sales and marketing, arrived Saturday from the company's California headquarters, to present the store with a framed certificate acknowledging the achievement. 

"I can honestly say that I never expected it to happen. For Grande Prairie and Janina's to be our number one Tacori platinum partner is an unbelievable thing for Tacori. It makes us proud, it truly makes us proud to be working together," Tacorian said, who also took the opportunity to showcase the family-owned design firm's new bridal collections and 18K 925, which is their silver and gold collection with gemstones. 

"I think the reason for our success here is that Janina's truly understands what Tacori has to offer. They've embraced that and are just fantastic at selling it," Tacorian said. 

Store owner Andrezej Podolski was "astounded" by the news. 

"I never thought this could happen to me, because you have dealers in L.A., in New York, in Miami, in California, in Dallas. They have (almost) 500 accounts and for us to become their partner in such a way, it is great," he said. 

Podolski said it's a testament to the people of Grande Prairie that he's able to beat stores in cities many times bigger. 

"I think people in Grande Prairie, even though they live so far up north, they're still reading some of those magazines like Vogue and Cosmopolitan, and so on. They see the pieces and they're coming and we're trying to give them the best service possible, and that's what makes us a success," Podolski said. 

Asked if the economic downturn played a part in his success against bigger competition, Podolski said there is no "recession on love" and as such jewellers have fared better than most in the current climate, particularly because as opposed to other items, jewellery appreciates in value over time and is seen as an investment by some. 

"We've had one month that we were maybe 2% down, other than that, we were up every month," he said. "So it doesn't matter if there's a recession or not, people are still falling in love, they do have anniversaries, they have special occasions." 

Info on funding 

The Centre for Research & Innovation will host two meetings today in Grande Prairie and Fairview where local inventors and entrepreneurs will learn of funding available through the Alberta Ingenuity Fund (AIF). 

The meeting in Grande Prairie will take place at Centre 2000 from 10:30 a.m. to 11:30 a.m., while the Fairview meeting will be in Legion Hall from 2 to 3 p.m. 

According to its website, the AIF offers several funding programs aimed at helping develop "internationally competitive science and engineering expertise and building greater capacity for innovation, particularly in areas with lasting social and economic impact". 

"It's an opportunity for them to come to the region and talk about the programs that they have available that may be of interest to people looking for funding for research and commercialization of their technology," explained CRI executive director Bruce Rutley. 

The AIF funding program is another tool for local inventors to help develop ideas, and as such the meeting was a long time in the planning Rutley said. 

"We've been anxious to have Alberta Ingenuity come up and be a little more engaged in the region with what they have," he said. "So it's a great opportunity for them to understand what great projects we have in the region and for people in the region then to have direct contact with Alberta Ingenuity and get some applications in for the research that they want to have undertaken." 

Starting a new business? Changing something, expanding, moving locations? Got a business issue you want to talk about? Hosting a conference or business event? Tell me about it! It's Your Business runs Tuesdays, email rzaccagna@bowesnet.com or call me at 532-1110 ext. 249.
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